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NATIONAL  MILITIA. 

Recommending,  in  particular,  an  Enquiry  into  the  Caufe 
of  the  late  great  Lois  which  this  Nation  has  fuftained, 
in  the  Capture  of  Minorca  by  the  French. 

WITH 
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A  PREFACE  in  Defence  of  the  Addresses, 
as  conftitutional,  decent,  and  neceffary. 

f  And  he  hearkened  to  the  Voice  of  Ifrael :  and  faid  to  one- 
f  who  had  charge  over  the  city ;  go  through  the  midit  of 
£  the  city,  and  fet  a  Mark  upon  the  foreheads  of  the 
c  men  that  figh,  and  that  cry  for  all  the  abominations  that 

*  be  done  in  the  midft  thereof.  And  to  others  he  faid ;  go 

*  ye  after  him  through  the  city,  and  fmite ;  let  not  your 
€  eye  fpare,  neither  have  ye  pity :  but  come  not  near  any 

*  man  upon  whom  is  the  Mark.  My  princes  [minifters] 

«  fliall  no  more  opprefs  my  people.” 

Numb.  ix.  and  Ezek.  ix.  andxiv, 
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in  Pater-noster-Row, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


H  E  publifher  thinks  it  proper  to  declare, 


1  that  the  paper  called  tc  Intrusions  to  the 
cc  right  honourable  Lord  Down  and  Sir  Conyers 
“  Darcy,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  reprefentatives  in 
parliament  for  the  County  of  York,”  and  in- 
ferted  in  page  34,  is  fpurious,  and  an  impofition 
upon  the  public  :  but  the  fraud  was  not  difcovered 
foon  enough  to  exclude  it  from  this  collection, 
which  was  intended  to  be  a  genuine  memorial  of 
the  complaints,  expectations,  and  refolutions  of 
the  people  in  the  prefent  critical  ftate  of  public 
affairs  in  this  kingdom. 


*  P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 


71  /T  A  NT  arguments  have  been  ufedto  Jhew, that  the 
VI  addreffes  on  occafion  of  the  late  dif graceful  lofs  of 
S  VJ.  Minorca,  are  unconjlitutional ',  indecent,  and  un 
vece/Tarv  But  without  giving  up  the  principles  of  our  pre- 

Zffinjlmm,,  'b  «>- .  U  ‘‘ZZitb,  %£ 

Our  form  of  government  having  no  other  end  than  the  J 
Uur  form  oj  go  0f  the  go- 

nty  of  our  public  and  J 'J  jn/tutiona!,  which  tends  to 

vernment,  or  h  Jns  conftfient  with  the  form 

the  Me  "d,  an. M  ^  J£i  0f  the  government, 

andfpirit  of  our  cmjtttman,  J  tends  to  violate,  our 

or  of  the  peop  e,  ™  ,c  ^  ^  jekat  t]le  means  of  fupporting 

PtUhem  7s  Kncmflitutional.  But  have  the  complaints  of  the 
pe^whiehl  fent  up 

any  rights  of  the  peop,  J  L  t},j  t,eopk?  or  do  .the 
vejled  in  the  crZwf '  for tr  /a  ri„bt  which  they  have  not  ? 

thorifed  then  tep  J  ,  ■  ^„j}tSi  Rut  they  have  not 

ts'i  $$  ^ 

*  fhe  reasoning  contained  in  this  pte^  is  taken 
rmblifhed,  intitled,  Cmfideranom  on  tl  j  3  ber  of  parliament. 

L  occafion  of, he  J  wS  »  dWingnifhed  by  extenfive 

dcccncv  and  candour. 
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fluenced  and  changed  by  the  fenfe  of  the  nation ,  with  rcfpcft 
to  the  law  for  qualifying  Jews  to  be  naturalifed,  The  gra¬ 
cious  reception ,  however ,  which  the  addrejfes  from  the  people 
have  met  with ,  fujfciently  obviates  all  arguments  againjl 
their  regularity . 

But  it  will  be  afked ,  <c  yfi  number  of  addrejfes  is 
iC  finally  how  Jhall  we  gather  from  them  that  the  difcon- 
cc  tent  is  general  The  addrejfes  themfclves  are  not  the  only 
evidence  of  dificontent.  Men  of  all  ranks  and  capacities ,  of 
different  opinions  and  different  interejls ,  will  concur  in  tel¬ 
ling  you ,  that  the  grievance  of  the  nation  is  of  fuch  a  nature y 
that  nothing  can  be  faid  to  magnify ,  and  nothing  need  be  faid 
to  explain  it.  IV e  have  loft  our  figure  in  the  eyes  of 
Europe 5  together  with  a  valuable  pojfeffwn  ;  and  it  is  uni - 
v  erf  ally  apprehended ,  that  cur  ALL  is  in  danger ,  and  there¬ 
fore  the  prefervation  of  it  not  to  be  left  in  the  fame  hands  that 
have  conducted  us  to  the  precipice .  When  this  is  the  cafe y 
is  it  a  proper  anfwer  to  a  complaint ,  to  enquire  into  the  re¬ 
gularity  of  it  f  and  when  every  individual  lifts  up  his  voice , 

.  is  it  a  time  to  aft,  hew  the  voice  of  the  nation  Jhall  be  known  ? 
Was  the  voice  of  the  nation  to  be  gathered  only  from  the 
number 9  and  not  from  the  fubjeft  of  the  addrejfes ,  how  eafy 
would  it  be  for  a  factious  minifler  to  perplex  this  fort  of 
evidence  to  his  mafler ,  by  procuring  counter-addrefes  from 
corporations ,  who  aft  under  an  influence  foreign  to  that  of ' 
their  own  judgment.  If  then  the  addrejfes  fpeak  the  fenfe  of 
the  nation ,  upon  a  national  pointy  they  Jland  juflified  with 
refpeft  to  the  confutation. 

But  theje  addrejfes  are  further  charged  with  cc  indecency 
<c  and  difrefpeft  to  his  ?najeJlyV 

The  lofis  of  Minorca  ?nujl  have  appeared  to  his 
majejly  in  a  more  ?nelancholy  viewy  than  to  any  of  his  fubjefts * 
He  load  declared  zvar  in  confidence ,  that  his  fervants  would  leave 
nothing  undone  to  make  him  victorious  over  his  enemies  ;  that 
their  care  would  extend  to  all  parts  of  his  doininions  ;  that  the 
enemy’s  defigns  would  be  dif covered  by  the  earlieft  i?itelligencey 
and  prevented  by  the  wifefl  counfehy  or  defeated  by  the  mojl 
vigorous  meafures.  Immenfe  fupplies  were  granted  by  parlia¬ 
ment  for  this  purpofe  ;  the  Britiflo  navy  was  never  fo  formi¬ 
dable  ;  andy  injlead  of  fearing  a  dif  graceful  loj'sy  there  was 
room  to  hope  for  a  decifive  national  advantage.  From  this 
difpofition  of  the  king ,  thus  Jupportcd  by  parliamenty  we 
may  judge  ho  w  his  royal  mind  was  agitated ,  when  it  appear edy 
that  the  enemy  had  been  encouraged  to  invade  Minorca  by 
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the  known  weakncfs  of  the  gar  r  if  on  of  Fort  St.  Philip ;  that 
ive  had  no  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean ,  when  the  defcent  was 
made ;  that  the  fleet  which  was  fent ,  was  inferior  to  the 
enemy  s  ;  that  it  was  fent  too  late ,  under  a  commander  wha 
had  not  been  tried ;  that  it  executed  nothing  ;  and  that  the 
brave  governor  of  the  garrifon ,  for  want  of  fuccours ,  zvas 
obliged  to  furrender. 

HlTHE RTO  then  the  addrejfes  fland  clear  of  the  charge 
of  indecency  :  the  king  s  own  fentiments  are  not  contradicted 
by  them ;  and  the  condolence  which  they  exprefs ,  implies  his 
majeflys  character  as  the  common  father  and  protedor  of  his 

people. 

Bur  we  are  told ,  that  “  to  call  for  vengeance  upon  thofe 
tc  who  have  not  done  their  duty ,  is  preferring  to  the  crown ; 
<c  and  expr  effing  a  jealoufy ,  that  full  juflice  will  not  be 

done.” 

IF  indeed  Mr.  Byng  was  the  only  object  of  this  petition  for 
juflice ,  it  might  be  faid  to  imply  an  apprehenfion ,  that  the 
mifconduCt  laid  to  his  charge  zvould  be  connived  at.  But  Mn 
Byng  is  not  mentioned ,  and  barely  hinted  at  in  the  addrejfes . 
It  was  not  the  interefl  of  the  public ,  however  it  may.  be  the 
inter ejl  of  individuals ,  to  condemn  him  unheard:  his  trial 
muft  take  its  regular  courfe  ;  and  there  is  no  very  great 
room  to  apprehend  that  the  public  will  be  dijfatisfied  with  the 
ijfue  of  it.  But  the  perfons  complained  of  are  not  fo  eafily 
called  to  a  trialas  Mr.  Byng  ;  and  the  complaints  are  in  a  great 
meafure  foreign  to  him.  He  cannot  be  anfw enable  for  the 
deferted Jlate  of  the  garrifon ,  before  he  zvas  fent  to  relieve  it  ; 
nor  can  he  be'' expeCtcd  to  account  for  the  unfeafonable  tune  of 
his  departure ,  nor  for  the  inferiority  of  his  fleet.  If  he 
Jhould  appear  to  have  been  unfit  for  the  command ,  he  may 
fuffer  for  having  undertaken  it.  But  if  he  was  not  a  p  erf  on 
of  dijiinguijhed  courage ,  as  well  as  fidelity ,  which  is  not  yet 
evident ,  it  is  unaccountable ,  why  he  was  feleCled  for  the 
command  of  a  feet ,  which  at  the  mofl  zvas  fo  nicely  propor¬ 
tioned  to  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy ,  that  a  victory  muft  have 
been  effected  either  by  chance  or  by  uncommon  courage.  The 
cafe  zvas  yet  worfe  at  fort  St.  Philip.  There  zvas  confeffedly 
the  higheft  military  merit  ;  but  fo  infamoufly  neglected ,  that' 
the  garrifon  was  barely  ftrong  enough  to  jhczv  that  the  fort 
zvas  not  offered  to  the  enemy ,  however  the  enemy  might  think 
himfelf  invited  by  the  condition  of  it. 

The  mention  of  a  Militia  zvas  neither  indecent  nor 
impertinent.  The  independency  of  this  ifland  dij appeared^ 

when 
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when  foreign  fnccours  were  imported  for  our  defence :  and 
it  ivas,  therefore ,  pertinent  to  fubjoin  to  a  complaint  of  the 
defencelefs  fate  of  that  part  of  his  majejly  s  dominions  which 
is  already  cut  off. a  defire  to  fee  the  kingdom  defended  by  thofe 
who  are  mojl  interejled  and  beft  entitled  to  defend  it and  it 
was  decent  in  fubjeCts  to  offer  to  defend  their  king. 

Til  E  fubjeCl  then  of  the  addreffes  flands  clear  of  the  charge 
cf  indecency  ;  and  the  language ,  if  candidly  confldered ,  will 

appear  .equally  unexceptionable. 

They  are  now  offered  in  one  view  to  the  public  ;  and  the 
public  will  fee ,  that  they  abound  with  fuch  profeffions  of  loy¬ 
alty ',  that  no  enemy  to  the  king  s  perfon  or  government  could , 
with  any  confljlency ,  fign  them.  His  majejly  s  paternal  care 
cf  his  people ,  his  impartial  juflice ,  his  Jludy  to  promote  the 
welfare  and  honour  of  his  kingdoms ,  and  his  great  and  mar¬ 
tial  fpirit ,  are,  in  all  thefe  addreffes ,  proclaimed  with  zeal , 

and  acknowledged  with  gratitude,  ,  . 

How  is  the  language  with  refpeCt  to  minifers  ?  Not  inju¬ 
rious,  nor  opprobrious,  nor  perfonal,  for  no  particular  mini- 
Jler  is  hinted  at.  There  is  great  amazement  exprcjfecl,  that 
a  defign  flcould  be  unpr evented,  though  it  was  not  unexpected ; 
that  an  attempt  fo  weak  and  rajh  as  that  of  the  enemy,  Jhould 
be  converted  into  victory  and  glory  ;  whiljl  this  nation  is  covered 
with  reproach  and  difhonour,  It  cannot  he  denied,  ^  that  the ’  at¬ 
tempt  was  expeCted  \  and  all  Europe  knoves,  treat  it  was  neither 
prevent  cel  nor  defeated.  Is  it  indecent  to  exp)  efs  amazement  at 
this,  and  to  lay  our  fears  and  ivondcr  before  the  throne,  the  re¬ 
fuge  of  dijlrcffed  intimidated  fubjeCts  I  not.  intimidated  by  the 
enemy ;  but  by  the  power  of  thofe,  who  might  have  prevented 
this  evil ;  who  left  the  if  and  defencelefs,  and  the  Mediterranean 
without  a  Britijb  fleet .  Thefe  are  plain  faCls,  which,  without 
the  help  of  language,  amount  to  flrong  accufations.  Nor  diet 
the  natural  confequencc  to  be  drawn  from  thefe  fads,  need  any 
fupport  from  vehemence  of  expreffion.  It  is  therefore  only  fub- 
mitted  to  his  majejly,  to  direCt  an  inquiry,  to  enforce  the  pumjh- 
ment  of  thofe,  who  Jhall  be  found  guilty  of  giving  up  the  public 
inter ejl  and  honour,  and  to  withdraw  his  royal  countenance  and 
protection  from  all,  who  have  not  at  heart  the  fafety  and  happi- 
nefs  of  Grcat-Britain,  Neither  the  power,  nor  the  character 
cf  a  food  mini /hr  can  be  affeCted,  if  all  thefe  petitions fucceed. 
If  any  mini  ft  er  is  confcious  of  having  made  no  mijrepre filiations 
to  his  maker ;  of  having  applied  the  millions  which  have  been 
granted,  purely  and  judicioufly,  to  national  pinpojes  ,  of  caving 

undertaken  no  more  than  he  had  abilities  to  operate  5  °f  caving 
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,,  fed  the  utmoft  difpatch,  in  nil  matters  relating  to  the  fervice ;  of 
bavin?  removed  none  from  his  mafier’s  fervice  who  were  emi¬ 
nently  qualified  ;  of  having  advanced  none ,  without  other  qualifi¬ 
cations  than  merely  their  dependance  upon  brnfelf ;  and  of  having 
been  intent  upon  objeCls  of  more  immediate  conference  to  the 
nation ,  well  as  more  practicable ,  than  the  perpetuity  of  his  own 
power,  and  the  unnatural  fupport  of  his  pm  ticular  fr anas , 
he  is  not  / limatized  by  thefe  addrejfes. 

'  B  it  tdl  this,”  it  will  be  faid,  “  is  inflammatory.  It  is  not 
more  inflammatory  than  the  fads  were ,  before  any  addrefs  was 
trefented  There  is  a  complaint,  indeed,  of  mifmanagement 
and  delays  in  the  defence  of  his  majefiy  s  pojjejfions  in  Americ  a  , 
the  obiefi  of  the  prefent  war ,  and  the  principal  fource  of  the 
wealth  and  Jlrength  of  thefe  kingdoms  ■  but  not  a  wore,  is  find 
of  the  progrefs  and  toleration  of  the  French  increments  du¬ 
ring  the  peace.  Thefe  and  feme  other  points,  which  are  full 
as  inflammatory  as  the  lofs  of  Minorca,  are  pafjed  over  in 

/Hence,  to  avoid  even  the  appearance  of  exaggeration 

THE  charge  of  fedition  is  a  trite  one,  againjl  all  public 
complaints.  The  bejl  foundation  for  the  charge  is,  to  few 
that  the  complaint  is  groundlefs.  The  friends  of  the  government 
are  complaining,  not  of  imaginary  evils  ■,  nor  of  dn  c Cl  otpreJ- 
rlon  ;  nor  of  Rich  calamities,  as  no  government  can  remedy  ; 
For  of  a  misfortune  which  ajfeds  only  one  fit of  men,  o,  on, 
part  of  the  kingdom  :  but  of  an  event  which  dijhonour  s  om 
arms,  and  wounds  our  trade  ;  and  of  thole  who  certainly 
forefaw  it ;  and,  if  we  may  judge,  from  Use  money  gi  an  ce 
and  the  armaments  raifed,  had  power  to  prevent  it.  Is  it 
feditious  to  lay  this  before  the  throne ?  A  good  mimfier  will  not 
think  it  fir,  and  a  bad  one  would  have  no  right  to  ca  the 
reproach-,  for  if  there  be  any  truth  in  hijlory,  or  if  any  ar¬ 
gument  may  be  drawn  from  experience,  there  is  not  a  more 

feditious  character  in  a  kingdom,  than  a  bad  ™mtflcr- 
*  I  have  hitherto  endeavoured  to  do  jufiice  to  the  addi  //  ■ , 
by  ft hewing ,  that  the  confutation  is  not  violated  that  the  king 
is  not  difrefpcCled ;  and  that  the  nation  is  not  inflamed  by 
them :  the  only  point  remaining  is  to  Jhew  the  neceffity  of  this 

PT HE  idea  of  neceffity  in  the  cafe  is,  that  they  were  meant 
to  anfwer  one  or  more  conjlitutional  ends,  which  could  not  be 
aJZd  without  them.  The  firjl  is,  that  they  were  intended 
to  prof cfs  to  the  king  the  difeontent  of  the  nation.  The 
evert  upon  which  this  difeontent  is  founded,  was 
t0  the  people  of  Great-Britain.  Nothing  like  it  had  befallen 
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us /nice  the  file  of  Dunkirk  ;  and  that  file ,  infamous  as  it 
™arsJ°  our  councffi^  was  not  di [graceful  to  our  arms .  It  was 
beJideS'  very  inaufp clous ,  confidered  as  the  beginning  of  the  war  ; 
and  i he  more  fo ,  as  It  could  not  be  imputed  to  chance ,  or  to 
any  Superiority  of  power  in  the  enemy.  Our  trade  to  Italy 
and  to  the  Levant ,  lojl  the  bejl  fccurity  it  had ,  in  being  de- 
/>;  iv ed  of  a  harbour  for  the  Britifi  fleet  ;  and  the  piratical 
.  fifes  of  Barbary  mujl  be  very  faithful  and  difmterejled  allies, 
if  tney  continue  to  pay  any  regard  to  Britifi  colours.  Thefc 
caufes  of  national  dtf content  were  indofed  in  the  difpatches 
which  brought  to  his  majejly  the  news  of  the  fur  render  of 
*°rt  St.  Philip.  But  Jlill  it  was  pojfibU  for  thofe ,  who  had 
no  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  them] elves,  to  reprefent ,  that 
the  nation  was  perfectly  fatisfied  with  the  mcafures  that  had 
been  taken ,  and  only  regretted  the  event  as  a  misfortune ; 
that  all  the  public  clamour  was  dire  died  to  Mr.  Byng ,  as  the 
only  p  erf  on  chargeable  with  mi f conduit ;  and  that*  no  mur¬ 
muring  would  remain  when  once  he  was  facrificed  to  popular 
fury.  As  finch  a  representation  might  pojfibly  be  made ,  there 
was  a  neceffity  to  obviate  it ;  for  it  is  not  founded  in  fall, 
audit  has  a  dangerous  tendency.  The  people  are  not  fatisfied 
wito  the  meafurcs  that  have  been  taken  ;  they  do  not  confider 
t'oe  event  as  a  mere  misfortune  ;  and  though  Mr.  Byng  has 
hcen  loaded  on  all  fifes  with  great  reproach ,  yet  he  is  not 
the  file  nor  the  principal  caufe  of  our  public  difgrace.  The 
danger  of  mifreprefinting  thefe  truths  is ,  that  the  neccfiary 
enquiry  mujl  be  obflrulied ,  if  they  lofe  any  of  their  force : 
and  by  what  means  could  thefe  truths  reach  farther  than  the 
public ,  whilfi  the  very  men  who  had  an  inter  eft  in  difguiftng 
them,  had  at  the  fame  time  power  to  cany  on  the  difguife  ? 
Hence  it  was  necejfary  to  have  recourfi  to  the  folemnity  of 
addreffes,  not  only  to  guard  againft  what  was  barely  poJRble , 
cr  merely  fufpefted ,  but  agaiuji  what  was  more  than  fufpT 
cions  by  being  natural. 

I t  was  neccfiary  on  another  account ,  as  the  only  means ,  at 
the  time,  of  preferring  the  public  peace.  An  unufual  fer¬ 
ment  had  been  raifid,  by  general  dif appointment,  fufpicion , 
a  fen fe  of  national  reproach,  and  a  dread  of  impending  ruin. 
The  moft  candid  conjlrudlions  that  could  be  put  upon  the  event, 
wej  e  thofe  of  negligence  and  ignorance  ;  and  thefe  are  Suffi¬ 
cient  •>  Men  fo  clearly  evidenced,  to  difpirit,  to  confound,  and 
to  enrage  the  people.  Hi  fiery  will  tell  us  what  follows,  when 

a  whole  nation  is  in  fuch  a  fate  of  mind.  However  inde* 
fcnftble  the  excejjes  of  a  multitude  may  be,  we  read,  that 

when 
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when  they  are  aggrieved ,  efpc daily  in  a  point  in  which  every 
man  has  an  intere/l ,  the  honour  of  his  country ,  they  are  not 
eajily  retrained  from  excejfes ,  It  was  thought  expedient  to 
give  a  direction  to  this  rage ,  by  pointing  it  at  the  accufedad - 
miral ;  and  the  Jlratagem  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  he  narrowly 
efcaped  an  execution  without  a  trial.  Hut  notwithjianding  the 
fuccefs  of  this  low  cunning ,  which  at  once  excites  pity  indig¬ 
nation  and  contempt ,  the  truth  could  not  he  dejlroyed.  Mil¬ 
lions  of  rational  beings  coidd  not  for  any  time  be  kept  upon  a 
wrong  fcent,  in  an  affair,  in  which  the  difcovery  of  the 
truth  did  not  depend  upon  argument  nor  deep  reflexion.  And 
as  men  who  have  miffed  their  way,  will  double  their  fpeed, 
when  they  return  into  it ;  fo  a  whole  nation,  whofe  zeal  has 
been  mifled,  will  apply  it,  with  increafe  of  acrimony,  to  the 
riflbt  object  when  difcovered.  But  the  addrcjfes,  and  his 
majeflys  anfwer  to  that  from  the  city  of  London,  fufpended 
the  public  rage.  They  could  not,  indeed,  remove  the  difcon- 
tent ;  that  ?nufl  be  left  to  a  fair  and  public  enquiry  :  but  they 
prevented  a  difcontent  which  was  certainly  well  grounded > 
from  breaking  out  into  unwarrantable  a  A  ion. 

Bur  thefe  addreffes  were  neceffary,  to  revive  a  fpirit  of 
liberty  in  the  nation ;  to  convince  thofe,  who  were  fecure  in 
their  power,  and  in  a  negleft  of  their  duty,  that  the  people 
are  not  fo  indifferent  to  public  good,  as  to  be  fllent  fpeStators 
cf  public  ruin.  There  may  have  been  fome  foundation  for 
the  contrary  opinion.  The  friends  to  the  prefent  ejl abli foment 
have  puffed  over  many  inflames  of  mifeondntt.  They  were 
unwilling  to  difur  b  the  reign  of  a  good  king  ;  and,  through 
excefs  of  candor ,  were  diffident  of  their  own  judgment,  when 
they  could  not  but  forefee  the  prefent  inglorious  Jlate  of  the 
kingdom.  The  authors  of  our  misfortunes  had  abundant  reafon 
to  rely  upon  this  temper  of  the  people  :  they  therefore  hazarded 
unconfitutional  meafures  ;  for  fome  men  were  ready  to  fupport, 
and  fome  were  weak  enough  to  applaud  them.  Great- Britain, 
however,  has  been  found  too  weak  for  the  fupport  of  any 
interefl  in  the  Empire  ;  and  the  firfl  Britijh  pojfcffion  which 
the  enemy  attacked ,  was  not  in  a  Jlate  of  defence.  Had  the 
nation  borne  this  event,  with  the  jame  paffive  filence  with 
which  they  endured  the  progrefs  towards  it,  perhaps  that 
filence  might  have  been  alleged  as  an  approbation  ;  or  at  leaf 
a  minifer  might  have  faid,  with  fome  ground,  that  the  lojs 
cf  Minorca  is  a  trifle.  How  effectual  the  inter poftion  of 
the  people  will  be,  mufl  be  left  to  time  :  but  it  was  neceffary , 
though  it  fbould  not  fucceed  ;  fince  there  is  not  an  epidemical 
difeaje  more  fatal  to  a  nation,  than  a  prevailing  difregard 
to  public  good  \  an  objcdl,Kin  which  every  individual  has  an 
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inter  eft,  and  which ,  if  the  majority  agree  to  negled,  they  will 
infamoujly  forward  the  work  of  thofe  few ,  who  agree  to  de¬ 
fray  it. 

IT  iuas  neceffary  to  revive  a  fpirit  of  liberty,  in  fuch  a 
beginning  of  a  war.  Liberty  cannot  furvive  the  Jlrength  and 
wealth  of  the  nation  ;  and  thefe  are  at  fake  when  war  is  de¬ 
clared  ;  but  efpecially  when  the  prefent  frength  and  wealth 
arc  mi  [applied ,  and  the  refources  fall  by  negled  into  the  enemy 's 
hands.  And  how  can  a  fpirit  of  liberty  be  revived  with  more 
decency  and  propriety,  than  by  addreffing  the  throne  with  humble 
complaints  ?  Clamor  and  violence  are  not  the  means  of  reviving 
it  with  fuccefs.  Parliament,  indeed,  might  have  done  what 
thefe  addreffes  anticipate  ;  but  the  parliament  was  not  fitting , 
when  fort  St.  Philip  was  taken  :  and  as  this  progrefs  to  na - 
tional  ruin  was  too  rapid  for  delays  ;  fo  there  is  not  a  feafon 
more  favourable  for  kindling  a  love  of  country,  after  that 
pajfion  has  been  almof  extinguijhcd ,  than  the  very  moment , 
when  the  minds  of  men  are  infamed  by  a  public  lofs  and  dif- 
grace.  But  many  artifices  are  ufed  by  thofe  who  have  done 
wrong,  and  are  in  danger  of  accounting  for  their  mifeondud, 
to  efface  the  ufeful  impreffions  made  by  a  public  calamity.  Phe 
firfi  artifice,  that  of  denying  the  truth ,  is,  if  it  fucceeds,  the 
mojl  effectual.  But  it  happens  unfortunately  for  the  authors 
cf  our  difgrace,  that  they  are  difarmed  of  this  weapon.  Phe 
faCi  cannot  be  denied,  that  fort  St.  Philip  was  not  fufficiently 
manned,  when  it  was  attacked ;  and  that,  if  it  had  been  com¬ 
pletely  manned ,  the  fiege  muf  have  been  raifed.  Phe  fad 
cannot  be  denied,  that  there  was  no  Britifh  feet  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean,  when  the  enemy  landed  in  Minorca  ;  and  that  if 
there  had  been  a  fuffuient  fleet,  well  commanded,  the  enemy 
could  not  have  landed,  and  might  have  been  dejlroyed.  Phe 
fads  then  being  too  Jluhborn  to  bend  even  to  the  power  of  a 
minijler,  the  next  refuge  of  art  is  to  reduce  the  whole,  from 
the  mojl  important  event  that  has  befallen  the  prefent  genera¬ 
tion,  to  an  affair  cf  no  great  moment  and  before  the  time  of 
inquiry  comes,  we  may  hear  the  lofs  of  Minorca  dwindled 
into  a  matter  totally  indifferent,  or  perhaps  improved  into  a 
public  bltffing.  Very  Utile  of  this  fort  of  reaf oiling  fujfices 
for  men,  who  would  give  up  their  country  for  their  peace  or 
their  emolument.  Lefi ,  therefore,  the  public  intereji  Jhould  be 
wholly  given  up  by  the  means  of  fuch  arts,  it  became  neceffary 
to  addrefs  the  throne  betimes,  with  a  folemn  authentic  com¬ 
plaint  ;  and  to  fupplicate  inquiries  into  the  caufes  of  an  event, 
amazing  in  its  progrefs,  and  ruinous  in  its  confcqucnccs.  Phe 
admiral,  /  miijt  repeat  it,  is  not  the  only,  nor  the  principal 
cmfie ,  Phe  lofs  of  Minorca  was  almojl  inevitable  before  he 
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failed-  for  it  is  not  char,  that  if  his  conduit  bad  been  unex¬ 
ceptionable ,  the  fiegc  would  have  been  raifed.  As  fa  much  A 
the  truth  is  glaring,  notwithftanding  the  cobwebs  which  nave 
hen  drawn  over  it,  by  encouraging  the  cry  againjl  him,  the 
addrefes  were  necefary ,  to  obtain  an  inquiry  into  other  can  es, 
into  the  mi  [conduit  of  other  men  ;  left  they  jhould  deceive  their 
mafter  and  the  public,  and  flatter,  themfelves,  by  an  opinion, 
that  the  condemnation  of  the  admiral  is  all  the  Jatisj  ahhon 

CX  f)  8  d  ft  (l • 

On  thefe  fever  a!  accounts  then ,  the  addrejjes  were  necefary 
at  the  time ,  fo  far  as  they  refped  the  lofs  of  Minorca. 
Two  other  articles  were  judged  necefary  ;  one  of  wrick  is  t,:*e 
complaint  of  mij managements  and  delays  in  the  defence  cj 
America;  and  the  other  ,  the  general  well-grounded  dejir  e 

of  a  Militia. 

It  is  univerfally  known ,  that  the  danger  of  America  was 
very  little  regarded ,  till  the  French  had  fortified  tremfelves 
upon  our  territory ;  that  the  little  oppofition ,  whic?  mas  mace 
to  them  laft  year ,  was  chiefly  mode  by  the  nati  ves ;  flat  t  ns 
fummer  an  infnjflcient  force  was  ordered  thither,  and  foreign 
officers  to  command  the  four  battalions  of  foreigners  not  yet 
raifed ;  but  the  commander  in  chief  was  detained  her  e,  jot 
reafons  not  underfood,  till  it  was  too  late  for  any  chance  of 
fuccefs  in  this  campaign.  That  this,  theref  ore ,  ts  an  inter ef  - 
* im  complaint,  will  not  be  denied,  though  thefe  were  the  only 
grounds  to  fupport  it ;  and  it  is  a  necefary  complaint,  J  or  it 
"could  not  reach  the  throne  at  the  time,  if  the  people  nad  not 
prefented  it ;  and  unlefs  it  did  reach  the  throne,  it  could  not  ue 
redrefed  at  the  time  ;  and  the  advices  we  continue  to  receive 
from  America  too  plainly  few,  that  a  complaint  Oj  ton  mm 

required  immediate  redr cfs,  ^  7 

If  a  Militia  has  been  reprefented  as  chfagrceabfl  to  tve 

nation,  there  was  great  necejflty ,  confldering  the  manifefi  utility 
of  the  fcheme,  to  flgnify  to  his  majefty  the  popularity  oj  it. 
The  immenfe  expence  of  our  regular  forces ,  and  tit  c anger  . o 
our  peace  and  liberties  from  the  introduction  oj  foreign  t loops, 
are  fluff cient  to  create  very  uneafy  apprehenfons  in  t-fl  namis  of 
the  befl-dipofed  fubjeds,  even  though  no  other  method  of  de¬ 
fence  could  have  been  fuggefed.  Thefe  uneafy  appr  even,  tons 
have  been  conflderably  heightened  by  a  prevailing  i  umoni ,  tau 
thefe  troops  have  already  occafioned  Juch  an  outrage  upon  tve 
laws  and  confitution  of  this  country,  as  our  anceflor j  never  ^ 
tamely  acquiefced  in,  even  before  the  bounds  oj  pi  Ci  ogative 
were  preeijely  ajeertained .  If  the  fad  is  ti  ue,  it  is  a  matte) 

quite  indifferent  to  the  public,  upon  what  motives  tins  flep 
may  have  been  taken ,  whether  of  clemency  or  of  rigorous 
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jtificc  ;  cr  what  were  the  other  circumflances  of  the  cafe.  The 
civil  magiflrate  knows  no  power  fuperior  to  that  of  the  laws  : 
public  confufions  have  been  occafioned  heretofore  by  difpenfng 
with  them  ;  and  minifters  have  recognized ,  on  the  fcaff  old,  the 
danger  of  aclvijin ?  fuel)  difpenfation . 

The  honourable  and  powerful  motives  to  fidelity  and  bravery 
in  a  Militia,  need  not  be  urged  in  defence  of  that  meafure , 
after  fiich  an  attack  of  our  confiitution  by  foreign  mercenaries . 

Jf  it  be  true ,  the  precedent  is  of  fo  grofs  a  nature ,  that  it  will 
be  very  di  fficult  to  protect  the  injiruments  of  it ;  and  to  obfiruEl 
the  unanimity ,  with  which  the  nation  will  folicit  the  dijmif- 
fiton  of  troops ,  fo  much  better  qualified  to  invade ,  than  to  de¬ 
fend  a  land  of  liberty  ;  cfpecially  as  a  more  natural  defence  is 
offered,  of  which  the  expence  will  not  exceed  one -fifth  of  the 
Jinn  now  expended  for  our  defence.  No  difinterejhd  man 
can  hefitate  in  his  choice ;  and  the  cafe  is  fo  plain ,  fo  free 
from  the  intricacies  of  political  prof  efts  in  general ,  that  it  is 
not  an  eafiy  matter  to  mi  fie  ad  men' s  judgment  upon  it.  Even 
mojl  of  thofe ,  who  objected  to  a  Militia,  profeffed  their  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  thing ,  and  excepted  only  to  fame  part  of  the 
form  in  which  it  was  propofed.  So  that  the  reajonablenefis  of 
the  meafure ,  the  circumflances  of  the  times ,  the  prefent  in - 
campment  of  foreigners  in  England ,  the  vajl  expence  of  im¬ 
porting,  exporting ,  fubffing ,  and  paying  them ,  and  the  in - 
creafie  of  public  expence  which  mujl  attend  the  courfe  of  the 
war ;  all  concur  to  Jhew ,  that  this  national  defire  is  well 
founded  \  and ,  unlefis  the  legiflature  is  of  a  contrary  opinion , 
it  will  be  public  wijdom  to  gratify  the  people ,  in  fo  laudable , 
feat  enable,  and  loyal  a  defire. 

I  H  A  VE  offered  all  that  at  prefent  occurs  to  me,  in 
vindication  of  the  addreffes,  as  a  constitutional,  de¬ 
cent,  and  necessary  meafure.  If  I  have  the  good  for*.^ 
tune  to  give  the  reader  fatisfaflion,  I  flail  fatter  myfelf  with 
the  hope  of  having  anfwered  another  public  end,  of  having 
roujed  his  attention  to  the  prefent  jiate  of  the  kingdom . 


The  following  inftrudfions  were  publifhed  too  late  to  be 
inferted  regularly  in  the  colledtion. 

To  the  honourable  Robert  Lee,  Efq*,  and  Thomas 
Rowney,  Efq;  reprefentatives  in  parliament  for 
the  City  of  Oxford, 


WE  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty  of  the  city 
of  Oxford,  in  common-council  alTembled,  take 
this  opportunity  of  returning  you  our  fincere  acknowledge¬ 
ments  for  your  conftant  attendance  and  pail  conduct  in 
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parliament .  and  to  affure  you  of  our  entire  confidence  and 
reliance  on  your  future  perfeverance  therein  :  but  permit 
us  in  the  prefent  critical  conjuncture  of  affairs,  to  defire 
that  you  will  be  particularly  careful  to  exert  your  utm.oft 
abilities  and  endeavours  for  detecting  thofe,  who  by  trea¬ 
chery  and  mifmanagement  have  contributed  to  the  fatal 
and  lhameful  lofs  of  Minorca,  and  to  the  prefent  difinal 

ffate  of  our  affairs  in  America. 

That  you  will  likewife  endeavour  to  have  all  foreign 
troops  and  mercenaries  tranfported  out  of  the  kingdom ; 
and  that  a  well-regulated  and  conftitutional  Militia 
may  be  eftabliffted  in  their  room. 

That  the  number  of  placemen  may  be  limited ;  that 
a  fair  and  equal  land-tax  may  be  raifed  throughout  the 
kingdom  ;  and  that  Triennial  Parliaments  may  be 
reftored,  which  we  apprehend  will  be  the  mod  effectual 
means  of  obtaining  a  free  and  due  reprefentation  of  the 
people  ;  from  which  only  can  be  expended  the  preferva- 
tion  of  our  liberties,  and  the  continuance  of  our  moil 
excellent  conftitution. 

Given  under  our  commmon  feal  at  Oxford  the  iff  day 
of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1756. 


The  following  inftru&ions  appeared  in  the  London 
Evening  Poft  of  Tuefday  December  7th. 

To  the  honourable  Robert  Nugent,  Efq*,  and  Tarrit 

Smith,  Efq-, 

WE,  the  citizens  of  Briftol,  who,  in  the  midft  of 
our  prefent  national  calamities,  are  determined  to 
acl  the  part  of  free-born  Englifhmen  (however  others 
amongft  us  may  be  inclined  to  bow  their  necks  to  the 
yoke)  take  leave,  at  this  critical  conjuncture,  to  cxercife 
our  undoubted  right  of  inftructing  our  reprefentatives  in 
parliament  ;  and  hope,  that  (though  but  one  of  you  would 
comply  with  our  requeff,  to  lay  our  late  mod  dutiful 
addrefs  at  his  majeffy's  feet)  you  will  both  think  proper  to 
(peak  in  parliament  the  language  of  your  conftituents. 

We  conjure  you,  that  early  in  the  approaching  feffions, 
and  before  any  freffi  fupplies  are  granted,  you  will  promote 
to  the  utmoff  of  your  power,  a  ftridt  enquiry  into  the 
application  of  the  immenfe  fums  of  money  raifed  laljb  year  ; 
fums  fufficient  to  have  enabled  us  to  drive  the  French  from 
all  their  encroachments,  to  have  procured  us  an  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  our  commerce,  and  other  great  and  national  ad¬ 
vantages  :  inftead  of  which,  we  behold  ourfclvcs  fhame- 

fully 
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fully  ftript  of  ourflrongeft  fortrefles,  and  our  American 
Colonies  in  a  moft  alarming  fituation  ;  all  of  them  unpro¬ 
vided  of  proper  defence,  and  many  of  them  defolated  by 
the  enemy.  Such  reverfes  ought  not  to  be  afcribed  to  the 
chance  of  war,  or  to  unforefeen  contingencies  :  our  ene¬ 
mies,  under  great  difad  vantages,  could  not  have  fucceeded  * 
the  Britifh  nation,  with  the  greateft  advantages  of  early 
preparation  and  fuperior  force,  could  not  in  every  under¬ 
taking  have  been  foiled,  had  all  been  right  at  home  ;  had 
the  adminiuring  powers  of  the  government  been  actuated 
bv  the  leaf!  fpark  of  national  honour,  or  regard  for  the 
public  welfare.  We  enjoin  you,  therefore,  to  fearch  deep 
into  the  myfterious  caufes  of  thefe  calamities  ;  and  not  to 
fuffer  the  guilty  to  be  fcreened  by  any  artifice,  or  fheltered 
by  any  connections,  from  the  juftice  fo  loudly  demanded 
by  an  injured  people. 

Whilft  we  are  thus  urgent  with  you  to  vindicate  the 
ho  nourof  our  king  and  country  againff  the  betrayers  of  both, 
we  would  as  earnefHyrcprefent  to  you  the  neceffity  of  fram¬ 
ing  fuch  laws  as  may  ftrengthen  the  barriers  of  public 
liberty,  and  fence  it  on  every  fide  againff  the  approaches 
of  corruption.  To  reifore  triennial  parliaments, 
to  limit  the  number  of  placemen,  and  to  exclude  all  pen- 
fioners  from  within  your  walls,  are,  we  conceive,  the  only 
means  to  obtain  thefe  great  and  defirable  ends.  Be  thefe, 
therefore,  the  principal  objecfs  of  your  attention,  as  by 
thefe  only  a  conffitutional  independency  may  be  preferved, 
and  the  genuine  fenfe  of  the  nation  known  by  the  mouth 
of  a  free  reprefentative. 

To  thefe  effential  points,  ecchoed  by  the  voice  of  a 
whole  people,  we  take  leave  to  add  another,  peculiarly 
intereffing  in  the  prefent  conjuncture,  the  effablifhment 
of  a  well-regulated  Militia,  the  fureff  and  moft  per¬ 
manent  guard  of  his  majefty’s  facred  perfon,  and  this 
now  endangered  kingdom,  as  thereby  the  nation  will  be 
fecurcd  at  home  from  any  alarm  of  invafions  (the  Idle 
pretext  for  the  late  ruinous  meafures)  and  free  fcope  be 
given  to  our  maritime  force  abroad  ;  and  more  efpecially, 
as  the  want  of  it  wall  continually  furnifh  a  pretence  for 
introducing  and  maintaining  foreign  mercenaries  amongft 
us,  a  mcaiurc  evermore  odious  to  a  free  people,  and  the 
greateft  reproach  to  the  loyalty  and  abilities  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  Britifh  fubjedts. 
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From  the  General  Evening  Poft,  December  9, 

To  the  right  honourable  Lord  Vifcount  Howe,  and  Sir 
Willughby  Afton,  Baronet,  members  for  the  town  of 
Nottingham. 

WE,  who  are  of  the  number  of  your  condiments,  declare 
that  we  had  no  hand  in  any  former  indruCtions  fent 
from  hence ;  and  claim  no  fhare  of  the  merit  they  deferve. 

We  charge  nothing,  directly  or  indirectly,  upon  the  king,  or 
his  minidry,  that  has  caufed  us  lofs,  or  given  fuccefs  to  tire 
common  enemy  in  the  prefent  war  :  and  are  fully  perfuaded, 
that  whoever  is  found  faulty  will  be  duly  punifhed,  and  all 
national  grievances,  in  proper  time,  (if  poffible)  be  legally 
redreded,  without  the  clamouring  of  any  of  your  condiments 
for  judice,  or  their  putting  you  upon  fomething  officious. 

The  luxury  that  corrupts  our  gentry,  and  our  traders  who  vie 
with  them,  and  a  general  neglett  of  the  precepts  and  duties  of 
our  holy  religion,  we  affign  as  the  chiefed  caufe  why  the  divine 
providence  has  differed  our  wifdom  to  be  turned  into  folly,  and 
our  fuperior  drength  to  be  baffied  :  and  though  we  believe  the  War 
to  be  jud,  and  are  ready  chearfully  to  contribute  to  the  proper 
and  neceffary  means  to  continue  it,  yet  we  have  no  fufficient 
ground  to  look  for  the  divine  affidance,  ’till  there  be  a  change  of 
morals,  and  virtue  andindudrybe  once  again  redored  amongdus. 

We  have  nothing  to  fear  from  a  king  that  is  a  father  to  his 
fubieCis  :  under  fuch  a  head,  the  reafon  for  frequent  elections 
ceafes :  and  the  licentious  and  diforderly  fpirit  (the  abufe  of 
freedom)  which,  for  avoiding  a  greater  evil,  is  countenanced 
on  fuch  occafions,  mud,  and  may  fafely,  have  time  to  cool, 
otherwife  it  may  become  intolerable. 

Idlenefs  and  doth  among  the  mechanics,  and  an  unwilling- 
nefs  to  labour,  joined  to  a  licentious  difpofition,  that  hath  not 
fubfided  fince  the  election,  are  the  caufes  why  the  poor  are 
become  riotous,  and  would  live  by  plunder  rather  than  by  in- 
dudry  and  frugality;  as  it  is,  they  are  burthenfome  and  trou- 
blefome  :  and  for  us  to  join  in  requeding  a  national  Militia, 
that  would  be  full  of  fuch  fort  of  people,  who  will  never  be 
kept  under  any  regular  redraint,  feems  to  us  like  joining  in  a 
reqned  for  a  Militia  to  overthrow  our  happy  conditution  ! 
a  thought  we  abhor. 

Thele  tilings  we  offer  to  your  candid  confideration,  as  agree¬ 
able  to  the  fentiments  of  many  of  your  eleCtors. 
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O  F 


Ad  dresses,  Instructions,  and 

Resolutions. 


The  grand  jury  of  the  County  of  Rucks,  at  the 
affizes  holden  at  the  town  of  Buckingham,  *the 
9th  day  of  Auguft,  1756, 

Refolved, 

£7*080*  hat  the  representatives  of  this  county  be 
rp  defired  to  promote,  to  the  utmofl'of  their  power, 
^  an  enquiry  in  parliament  into  the  prefent  mod: 
dangerous  and  defperate  ftate  of  this  kingdom, 
and"  into  the  reafons  why,  after  the  greateft 
Supplies  had  been  granted,  and  the  moft  expenfive  arma¬ 
ments  made,  both  by  fea  and  land,  the  important  ifland 
of  Minorca,  for  want  of  a  more  timely  luccour,  hath 
been  totally  loll ;  and  the  other  dominions  ol  this  crown, 
particularly  in  North-Americ  a,  fo  long  left  defencelefs, 
and  now  brought  into  the  moft  perilous  lituation. 


R 


On 


(  2  ) 

On  Friday,  Auguft  13th,  1756,  the  following 
add  refs  of  the  high  fherifF,  grand  jury,  juftices 
of  the  peace,  and  gentlemen  of  the  County 
of  Dorset,  was  preferred  by  George  Pitt,  and 
Humphry  Stuart,  Efqrs.  reprefentatives  in  par¬ 
liament  for  the  faid  county  ;  being  introduced 
by  the  right  honourable  the  Earl  of  Rochford, 
on£  of  the  lords  of  the  bedchamber  to  his 
majefty. 

To  the  KIN  G*s  moft  excellent  majefty. 

T  W  J  E,  your  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedts, 
YV  die  high  flier  iff,  grand  jury,  juftices  of  the  peace, 
and  oentlemen  of  the  County  of  Dorfet,  moft  humbly  beg 
leave",  at  this  critical  jundtur.e,  to  aflure  your  majefty  of 
our  moft  firm  and  unftiaken  zeal  for  your  majefty’s  perfon 
and  government;  and  that  we  fhall,  with  the  greateft 
alacrity,  embrace  every  opportunity  of  exerting  ourfelves 
in  fupport  of  both. 

Under  the  government  of  a  king  of  your  majefty’s  great 
and  martial  difpofition,  and  in  the  profecution  of  fo  juft 
and  national  a  war,  we  are  not  at  all  intimidated  with  the 
threats  and  power  of  b ranee;  a  nation  this  has  never 
feared,  has  often  humbled.  But  when  we  refledt  on  the 
lofs  of  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  fo  glorioufly  obtained, 
fo  advantageoufly  kept,  of  fuch  ineftimable  value  to  the 
trade  of  thefe  kingdoms  ;  we  are  convinced,  that  this 
attempt  of  our  natural  and  inveterate  enemy  was  fo  noto¬ 
rious,  that  very  few  of  your  majefty’s  faithful  fubjedts 
had  the  leaft  doubt  of  the  defign,  long  before  it  was  put  in 
execution  1  yet  the  ifland  was  left  dcfencclcfs,  and  the 
Mediterranean  without  any  Englifh  fleet  there.  Thefe 
reflections  fill  us  with  fear  and  amazement !  and  wre  moft 
humbly  hope  your  majefty  will  be  pleafed  to  diredt  fuch 
enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  conduct  which  has  fo  aftonifh- 
ingly  turned  this  defperate  and  rafli  attempt  of  our  enemy 
into  victory  and  glory,  and  has  covered  this  nation  with 
repioach  and  diftionour,  that,  from  whatever  caufes  it 
hath  proceeded,  the  perfons  by  whom  it  has  been  occa- 
ftoned,  may  receive  that  punifhment  fojuftly  deferved. 


On 


(  3  ) 

On  Friday,  Auguft  13th,  the  afTizes  ended _for  the 
County  of  Bedford  •,  at  which  the  nigh  nieiii 
and  the  grand  jury  refolved, 

TH  AT  the  reprefentatives  of  that  county  be  defired 
to  promote  a  parliamentary  enquiry  ;  why,  alter 

the  lameft  fupphes  granted  by  parliament  and  the  moll 

cheerful'  and  ready  fupport  given  by  the  whole  people,  the 
ifland  of  Minorca,  lo  important  to  the  connneueal  mte- 
refts  of  this  county,  hath  been  loft  for  want  ot  a  time  y 
Scour  ?  why  rheo.hc,  poMon.  of  crowj,  cfp=r 

daily  in  North-Amf.rica,  and  the  V\  eit-lridie-,  au 
now  left  expofed  to  the  utmoft  danger  ? 

To  Velters  Cornwall,  Efq-,  and  Sir  John  Morgan,_ 
Bart,  knights  of  the  fliire  for  the  County  oi 

He  reford. 

WE  the  high  fheriff  and  grand  jury  lor  the  faid  county, 
now  affembled  at  the  affizes  held  for  the  fame,  be¬ 
ing  greatly  alarmed  at  the  prefent  melancholy  and  diftrefle 
Sion  of  affairs  of  this  nation,  think  it  a  duty  meum- 
bent  on  us  to  apply  to  you,  our  worthy  reprefenta  .  -, 
upon  whofe  diligent  and 'faithful  condud  in  the  approach¬ 
ing  feffions  of  parliament  we  entirely  re  y.  iv q iMour  a 

When  we  refled  on  the  deplorable  lofs  of  Minorca, 
one  of  "our  moft  valuable  poffeffions  (  a  ^  aggravated  by 
the  unprecedented  dilhonour  fuftained  y  J  ^ 

in  the  Mediterranean  !)  and  on  the  diftreffed  ftate :  of  o 
colonies  in  America,  on  which  the  trade  and  we  -ben  g 
of  thefe  kingdoms  depend,  we  cannot  but  call  to  mind  the 
immenfe  fupplies  granted  in  the  laft  feffions  of  parliament 
for  the  defence  of  his  majefty’s  dominions,  and  the  great 
fleets  and  armies  raifed  for  the  fame,  without  any  apparent 
advantage.  We  therefore,  in  behalf  of  ourfelves  ai  d 
the  other  freeholders  of  this  county,  mftrud  you  to 
make  a  ftrid  enquiry  into  the  application  of  the  public 
money,  and  the  caufes  of  thefe  fatal  misfortunes  and  to 
3e  your  utmoft  endeavours  to  difeover  thofe  who  have  % 
been  any  ways  acceffary  thereto,  and  to  a  mg  lcnl  ° 
public  juftice. 


B  2 


The 
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The  right  honourable  the  Lord-Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Common-Councit  of  the 
*  C I T  Y  OF  L  O  N  D  O  N,  being  introduced  to 
the  king  on  Friday  Auguft  20th,  1756,  by  his 
grace  the  duke  of  Grafton  j  Sir  William  More- 
ton,  the  recorder,  made  their  compliments  to 
his  majelty  in  the  following  addrefs. 

Moft  gracious  fovereign, 

WE  your  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  ftibje&s, 
the  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  the 
city  of  London,  in  common  council  afiembled,  humbly 
beg  leave  to  approach  your  facred  perfon,  and  with  hearts 
full  of  gratitude  for  your  majefty’s  paternal  care  of  the 
true  interefts  of  your  people,  to  exprefs  our  forrow  and 
apprehenfions  for  the  difquietudes  which  our  late  loftes 
and  difappointments  muft  create  in  your  majefty’s  royal 
mind.  • 

The 


*  The  earnefl  petition  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
City  of  Lon  don,  inferted  in  the  public  papers,  July  31,  1756. 

IN  the  time  of  the  mod  alarming  circumdances  the  whole 
kingdom  flies  to  the  ancient  and  famous  city  of  London 
for  fafety :  upon  her  it  cads  its  eyes  for  deliverance  ;  to  her 
it  will  impute  its  dedru&ion,  if  it  fhould  become  (which  hea¬ 
ven  forbid)  a  province  to  France.  The  city  of  London  is  dill 
able  to  fave  three  kingdoms  :  O  ye  dill  happy  citizens,  con- 
flder  what  noble  things  ye  are  even  now  capable  of  effe&ing  f 
Ye  may  fave  millions  and  millions  from  French  tyranny,  and 
Popifh  fuperdition.  O  let  not  the  fyren  luxury,  let  not  the 
mean  lelfilh  fpirit,  the  bane  of  every  virtuous  aftion,  lull  you 
into  indidcrency !  Confider  thofe  who  are  to  come  after  you, 
and  hand  down  freedom  and  happinefs  to  your  poderity, 

Sacred  and  profane  hidory  inform  us,  that  the  divine  pro¬ 
vidence  often  permits  great  evils  to  befall  nations,  on  purpofe 
to  rouze  them  from  their  indifference,  to  fave  them  thereby 
born  utter  dedrudtion.  If  this  has  no  effeft,  entire  ruin  foon 
follows :  this  has  always  been,  and  ever  will  be  the  cafe.  An¬ 
gels  as  well  as  men  are  witnefs,  ye  honourable  citizens,  that 
ye  are  now  publickly  told  this  important  truth;  angels  and 
pnen  >vfll  bear  witniis  againd  you,  if  ye  do  not  regard  it. 


(  5  ) 

The  lofs  of  the  important  fortrefs  of  St.  Philip,  and  the 
illand  of  Minorca  (pofleffions  of  the  utmofl  confequence 
to  the  commerce  and  naval  flrength  of  Great-Britain) 
without  any  attempt,  by  timely  and  effedtual  luccours,  to 
prevent  or  defeat  an  attack,  after  fuch  early  notice  of  the 
enemy’s  intentions,  and  when  your  majefty’s  navy  was  fo 
evidently  fuperior  to  theirs,  will,  we  fear,  be  an  indeli¬ 
ble  reproach  on  the  honour  of  the  Britifh  nation. 

Nor 


Long  has  it  poflefled  your  minds,  that  you  have  an  invin- 
eible  fleet,  that  you  are  entirely  fecure  in  thefe  wooden  walls ; 
but  the  experience  of  late  affairs  has  fhewn,  that  without  fome 
confiderable  amendments,  you  trull  in  that  which  may  fail  you. 
Deceive  not  yourfelves  by  thinking  (though  he  deferves  your 
highelt  refentment)  that  one  man  only  is  faulty;  but  O  remem¬ 
ber,  and  let  it  ltrike  deep  on  your  minds,  that  a  whole  coun¬ 
cil  of  war  approved  of  your  fleet  flying  before  the  enemy,  in¬ 
ferior  to  number  andflrength;  and  it  would  be  no  difficult  mat¬ 
ter  to  prove,  by  more  than  this  inltance,  that  your  navy  is  fcarce 
an  equal  match  for  your  rival.  Think  not  your  felves  fife 
becaufe  you  furpafs  in  number;  for  if  you  are  not  equal  in 
courage,  Ikill,  and  conduct,  you  will  foon  become  inferior  in 
number,  or  your  number  will  be  of  no  avail. 

The  divine  providence  has,  perhaps,  permited  the  fliameful 
difgrace  which  has  lately  befallen  us,  to  awaken  you  from  a  falfe 
fecurity.  Hear,  O  citizens,  the  divine  voice  calling  to  you 
from  your  fleets  fleeing  before  the  enemy  (  an  amazing  fight ! } 

Awake,  or  you  are  undone.” 

Your  wars  of  late  years  having  been  tranfafled  on  the  con¬ 
tinent,  and  your  fleets  having  had  little  fhare  in  them ;  it 
has  palled  with  you  as  an  undoubted  truth,  that  you  had  an 
immeafurable  certain  fuperiority  over  your  dangerous  rival  on 
the  fea,  which  nature  has  bellowed  on  you  tor  your  great 
fecurity;  a  bulwark  in  which  all  your  fafety  conflils,  and  by 
which  the  divine  providence  made  you  the  mailers.  But  now 
the  time  is  come,  that  your  defpifed  rival  in  this  element  de¬ 
fies  you  upon  it,  and  drives,  as  much  as  ye  yourfelves  have 
done,  to  coniine  the  conteil  to  a  fea  war.  Which  iidc  has 
fhewn  fuperior  fkill,  and  courage,  and  conduct,  the  annals 
of  the  time  will  tell.  But  this  is  plainly  evident,  that  unlefs 
fome  confiderable  reformation,  unlefs  fome  new  laws  and  re¬ 
gulations  are  made,  unlefs  polls  of  command  are  made  the  re¬ 
wards  of  merit  only,  unlefs  an  higher  fenfe  of  honour  love  and 
glory  is  lighted  up,  unlefs  an  improvement  in  knowledge  is 

made 


. . 
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Nor  can  we  help  expreffing  our  apprehenfions  for  the 
great  danger  of  your  majefty’s  poffeffions  in  America, 
by  the  mifmanagements  and  delays  which  have  attended 
the  defence  of  thofe  invaluable  colonies,  the  objedl:  of  the 
prefent  war,  and  the  principal  fource  of  the  wealth  and 
ftrength  of  thefc  kingdoms. 

Permit 


made  the  ftudy  of  your  navy,  you  will  in  a  few  years  become  the 
fcorn  of  your  enemy,  and  mull  live  in  perpetual  dread  of  them. 

U  is  your  duty,  O  citizens,  as  the  metropolis  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  to  have  your  eyes  open  to  thefe  now  plain  truths;  to 
unite  in  one  body  (calling  on  the  other  chief  cities  in  "the 
kingdom,  to  do  the  fame )  and  petition  your  fovereign,  who 
has  your^  welfare  deeply  at  heart,  to  caufe  the  parliament  to 
fit  for  bufinefs  at  the  time  it  now  hands  prorogued  to,  that  an 
immediate  and  impartial  enquiry  may  be  made  into  the  late 
mifcarriages,  and  that  fuch  new  laws  and  regulations  may  be 
made  as  may  infallibly  tend  (with  God’s  bleffing)  to  give 
our  navy  that  certain  fuperiority,  which  it  has  long  boafled  of, 
( and  which  might  indeed  be  well  expeded  from  it’s  ftrength 
and  number)  fo  that  it  may  notftand  upon  the  cefenfive  only, 
or  be  merely  employed  in  annoying  the  trading  fhips  of  the 
enemy,  but  boldly  employ  all  its  force  in  deftroying  the  navy 
of  our  rival,  which  alone  can  fave  us  from  deftj-udion.  Tem¬ 
porary  expedients,  foreign  troops  and  alliances,  may  keep  us 
up  a  few  years,  but  this  alone  can  efFedually  fave  us, 

If  the  large  fupplies  which  have  been  already  granted  are  not 
fufficient,  let  your  hearts  be  open  to  make  a  noble  free  gift, 
equal  to  the  purpofe  ;  but  upon  this  condition,  that  courage, 
fkill  and  condud,  be  fought  for  every  where,  and  your  fafety 
placed  only  upon  thefe  *folid  foundations,  under  fuch  regulations 
as  may  make  the  fenfc  of  honour  and  glory  rife  to  the  higheft 
pitch,  direded  wholly  to  the  deftrudion  of  your  rival’s  navy. 
Then,  O  citizens,  may  you  fecurely  reft  in  the  ftrength  of 
your  wooden  walls ;  but  till  then  your  confidence  is  vain,  and 
will  deceive  you  to  your  ruin. 

What  immortal  glory  !  what  noble  fatisfadion  of  mind  will 
attend  that  leading  citizen,  who  will  have  love  enough  for.his 
country,  to  fet  on  foot  this  necelfary  afiociation  !  an  aftocia- 
tion,  wherein  let  every  view  be  banifhed,  but  that  of  faving 
your  country  ;  for  though  the  ruin  may  not  be  immediate,  yet 
will  it  furcly  come,  unlefs  timely  prevented  by  fome  imme¬ 
diate  reformation.  Already  have  we  one  part  of  our  domi¬ 
nions  taken  from  us ;  already  does  the  enemy  fail  vidorious 
ftnd  triumphant  in  one  fea,  in  which  wc  have  before  always 

com- 


Permit  us,  at  the  fame  time,  royal  fir,  to  lament  the 
want  of  a  conftitutional  and  well-regulated  Militia,  the 
inoft  natural  and  certain  defence,  under  divine  providence, 
of  your  majefty’s  facred  perfon  and  government,  againft  all 
invaders  whatfoever  ;  as  thereby  your  majefty’s  fleets  and 
armies  may  be  more  fecurely  employed  abroad,  to  the 
annoyance  of  your  majefty’s  enemies  ;  your  faithful  and 
loyal  fubje&s  being  ready  and  willing,  whenever  called 
upon  by  your  majefty,  to  filed  the  laft  drop  of  their  blood 

in  your  fervice. 

As  vour  majefty’s  reign  has  ever  been  dtftingudhed  by 
a  love"  of  liberty  and  juftice,  we  cannot  doubt  of  your 
majefty’s  directing  the  authors  of  our  late  Ioffes  and  difap- 
pointments  to  be  enquired  after  and  pumfhed,  that  your 
rnajefty’s  known  intentions  of  protecting  and  defending 
your  fubjedts  in  their  rights  and  poflefiions  may  be  faith¬ 
fully  and  vigoroufly  carried  into  execution,  and  that  the 
lame  fupplies,  fo  neceflarily  called  for,  and  lo  chearlully 
granted,  may  be  religioufly  applied  to  the  defence  of  thefe 
kingdoms  and  colonies,  and  then  commerce,  and  to  the 
diftreffin-T  our  inveterate  and  perfidious  enemies,  as  the 
only  fure  means  or  obtaining  a  lafting  and  honourable  peace. 

And  we  do,  with  the  utmoft  fincerity  of  heart,  afl'ure 
your  majefty,  that  your  loyal  City  of  London  will,  at  all 
times,  readily  and  chearfully  contribute  to  whatever  may 
be  neceffary  for  the  defence  of  your  majefty,  and  your 
iliuftrious  family,  and  towards  the  attainment  of  thefe 
great  and  defirable  enas. 


commanded.  Both  of  thefe  were  thought  a  few  months  ago 
as  much  out  of  the  power  of  the  enemy,  as  the  fpot  we  live  on. 
Who  can  tell  (’till  an  immediate  enquiry  is  made  into,  tilings) 
what  at  prefent  undreamt  of  weaknefs,  what  a  deficiency  of 
(kill,  and  conduct,  and  courage,  may  appear  in  the  day  of 
trial,  when  not  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  but  the  lfland  of  Great 

Britain  is  the  flake  contended  for  ! 

Awake  !  Citizens,  awake  !  fet  before  your  eyes  your  glo¬ 
rious  anceftors  entreating  you  to  beilir  yourfelvcs  to  p.efcrye 
that  fecurity  and  happinefs  which  they  purchased  for  >  ou  with 
fo  much  toil  and  blood.  See  unborn  generations  lUpphcaLing 
you  to  tranfmit  to  them  that  happinefs  and  fecurity  whicn  ye 
yourfelvcs  have  enjoyed  !  Hear,  as  it  were,  the  voice  OivW, 
commanding  you  to  lave  the  land  from  the  idolatries  or  v  ranee 

and  Rome  ! 


To 
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To  which  addrefs  his  majefty  was  pleafed  to  return 

this  moft  gracious  anfwer. 

T  Thank  you  for  thefe  profeftlons  of  your  duty  to  me* 
My  concern  for  the  lofs  of  my  ifland  of  Minorca  is 
great  and  fincere.  My  utmoft  care  and  vigilance  have 
been,  and  {hall  be,  exerted  to  maintain  the  honour  of  the 
nation,  and  the  commerce  of  my  fubjedls.  The  events 
of  war  are  uncertain  :  but  nothing  fhall  be  wanting  on 
my  part  towards  carrying  it  on  with  vigour,  in  order  to  a 
fafe  and  honourable  peace ;  and  for  recovering  and  fecur- 
ing,  by  the  bleiling  of  God,  the  pofleflions  and  rights  of 
my  crown. 

I  will  not  fail  to  do  juftice  upon  any  persons  who 
(hall  have  been  wanting  in  their  duty  to  me,  and  their 
country ;  to  enforce  obedience  and  difcipline  in  my  fleets 
and  armies,  and  to  fupport  the  authority  and  refpedt  due 
to  my  government. 


To  the  right  honourable  the  lord  Carysfort  and 
Coulfon  Fellowes,  Efq;  knights  of  the  fhire  for 
the  County  of  Huntingdon. 


WE  the  grand  jury  met  this  16th  day  of  Auguft, 
1756,  at  the  aftizes  held  in  and  for  the  faid 
county  of  Huntingdon,  earneftly  requeft  that  you  will 
zealoudy  promote  an  enquiry,  in  the  next  feftions  of  par¬ 
liament,  not  only  into  the  caufes  of  that  difgrace  which 
this  kingdom  has  fuffered  by  the  fatal  lofs  of  the  ifland 
of  Minorca  for  want  of  timely  relief,  an  ifland  of  the 
utmoft  confequence  and  importance  to  the  trade  and  prof- 
perity  of  this  nation  ; 

But  alfo  into  the  reafons  of  his  majefty’s  colonies  in 
America  being  left  in  fo  defencelefs  a  {late,  after  fuch 
great  armaments  have  been  made  both  by  fea  and  land, 
and  fuch  fupplies  granted  by  parliament  as  were  equal  to 
the  moft  important  fervices. 

And  that  you  will  likewife  be  pleafed  to  promote,  to 
the  utmoft  of  your  power,  a  National  Militia,  as 
the  moft  effedfual  means  of  rendering  Grcat-Britain  truly 
formidable  to  the  enemies  of  our  king  and  country. 

In  complying  with  thefe  our  requefts  you  will  much 
oblige  all  your  conftituents,  and  in  particular  your  moft 
gbedient  fervants. 


Salop, 


Salop,  Auguft  20,  1756. 

To  Sir  John  A  ft  ley,  Bart,  and  Richard  Lyfter,  Efq-, 
knights  of  die  (hire  for  the  County  of  Salop. 

WE  the  high  fheriff  and  the  grand  jury  for  this 
county,  after  confidering  the  immenfe  fupplies 
that  have  been  granted  in  parliament,  the  mod:  expenfive 
armaments  both  by  fea  and  land,  and  reflecting  upon  the 
great  lofs  of  Minorca,  and  the  difgrace  brought  upon 
the  Britifh  navy  in  the  Mediterranean,  do  earneftly  recom¬ 
mend  to  you  an  enquiry,  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  par¬ 
liament,  into  the  caufes  of  thefe  national  misfortunes,  and 
the  impending  danger  of  our  colonies  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  the  great  fource  of  our  wealth  and  navigation  ; 
and  that  you  will  ufe  your  utmoff  endeavours  to  difeover 
the  authors  of  the  calamities  we  are  already  fenflbly  afleeded 
with,  as  a  means  to  prevent  other  Ioffes,  which  may  tend 
further  to  reduce  the  honour  and  intereft  of  this  kingdom. 

At  Norfolk  affizes,  the  grand  jury  came  to  the 

following  refolution  : 


fp  H  AT  the  thanks  of  the  high  fheriff  and  grand  jury 
of  this  county  be  given  to  the  honourable  George 
Townfhend,  and  Sir  Armine  Wodehoufe,  Bart,  the  knights 
of  the  (hire,  for  their  conftant  attendance  and  ffeady  uni¬ 
form  conduct  during  the  laft  feffion  of  parliament,  and 
particularly  for  their  endeavours  to  obtain  a  proper  and 
effectual  defence  for  this  nation,  by  a  well  regulated 
Militia  ;  in  the  moving,  concerting,  bringing  in  and 
fupporting  of  which,  one  of  them  had,  to  his  own  dif- 
tinguifhed  credit,  and  to  the  honour  of  this  county  which 
he  reprefents,  fo  remarkable  a  fhare. 

The  grand  jury  alfo  unanimoufly  agre’ed  to  prepare  an 
humble  addrefs  to  his  majefty  on  the  prefent  critical  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs  ;  which  being  confidered  and  agreed  to,  the 
honourable  George  Townfhend,  Efq;  and  Sir  Armine 
Wodehoufe,  Bart,  the  reprefentatives  for  the  county,  were 
defired  to  wait  on  his  majelry  with  the  lame 


> 
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An  application  from  the  high  fheriff,  grand  juries, 
and  gentlemen,  afiembled  at  the  affizes  holden 
at  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  for  the  County  of  Suf¬ 
folk,  to  their  reprefentatives,  Sir  Cordell  Fire- 
brace,  Bart,  and  John  Affleck,  Efq;  this  21ft 
day  of  Auguft,  1756. 

Gentlemen, 

H  E  prefent  critical  and  dangerous  (late  to  which  we 
A  are  too  apparently  reduced,  calls  upon  us  to  awaken 
all  your  attention,  and  to  exhort  and  conjure  you,  in 
the  moll  prefling  terms,  to  ufe  your  heft  endeavours, 
when  it  {hall  pleafe  his  majefty  to  advife  again  with  his 
parliament,  for  promoting  a  Uriel  fcrutiny  into  the  fatal 
caufes  of  it. 

It  would  be  needlefs  to  enter  into  the  mortifying  detail 
of  thofe particulars,  which  have  been  the  objects,  not  of  ours 
only,  but  of  the  general  indignation  of  Great  Britain: 
the  voice  of  the  people  has  loudly  echoed  them,  from 
every  corner  of  the  ifland;  the  country  has  felt  and  la¬ 
mented  the  difgraceful  effects,  and  demands  juflice  upon 
the  authors  of  them:  the  cruel  delays  in  fending  out  our 
fleet,  which  firft  paved  the  way,  and  the  daffardly,  or 
treacherous,  ( we  know  not  which  to  call  it)  conduct  of 
the  commander,  have  fixed  fuch  a  blot  upon  his  majefty’s 
Feign,  as  nothing  can  ever  wipe  of  and  attone  for,  but  fpee- 
dy  j office  and  punifhment  upon  all  thofe  who  {hall  be 
found,  upon  a  rigorous  and  impartial  enquiry,  in  any 
wife  to  have  contributed  to  it. 

W e  cannot  but  think  our  circumffances  the  more  me¬ 
lancholy,  as  we  are  perfuaded,  a  fuperiority  at  fea,  and 
a  well  eifablilhed  National  Militia,  would  anfwer 
all  ourwifhes;  and,  without  the  inglorious  aid  of  foreign 
mercenaries,  enable  us  to  defy,  if  not  to  humble,  after 
the  example  of  our  ancestors,  the  domineering  power  of 
France;  were  wifdom  and  refolution  not  wanting  to  diredt, 
activity  and  courage  to  execute,  mealurcs  calculated  for 
the  fervice  of  our  own  country  only. 

The  heavy  load  of  debt,  and  encreafing  burthen  of 
the  moft  oppreffive  taxes,  are  evils  of  themfelves  Efficient 
to  make  us  groan  under  them.  But,  when  we  fee  the 

ufes 
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ufes  to  which  they  were  deftined  fo  miferably  perverted, 
the  ends  they  were  given  to  anfwer  fo  fcandaloufly  dii- 
appointed,  We  cannot  but  be  filled  with  the  mod:  gloomy 
apprehenfions  of  approaching  ruin,  unlefs  the  fpirit  and 
wifdom  of  parliament  fliall,  as  in  former  times,  again 
rouze  itfelf  to  our  relief. 

On  Wednefday  September  i,  1756,  the  following 
addrefs  from  the  high  ftieriff  and  grand  jury  of 
the  County  of  Norfolk,  was  prefen  ted  to  his 
majefly  at  Kenfington,  by  the  honourable  George 
Townfhend,  Efcp  and  Sir  Armine  V\  odehoiiu., 

Bart. 

To  the  KIN  G’s  mod:  excellent  majefty. 

The  humble  addrefs  of  the  high  ftieriff  and  grand  jury 

for  the  county  of  Norfolk. 


May  it  pleafe  your  majefty, 

WE  your  majefty’s  mod:  loyal  and  dutiful  fubje&s,  the 
high  ftieriff  and  grand  jury  for  the  county  of  Nor¬ 
folk,  affembled  at  the  aftizes  held  for  the  (aid  county, 
humbly  beg  leave,  on  this  public  occafion,  mo  ft  nnccicly 
to  a fthre  your  majefty,  of  our  readinefs  to  fupport,  with 
our  lives  and  fortunes,  your  majefty’s  facred  perlon  and 
government,  in  the  profecution  of  the  wai,  fo  jufti\  unc  er 
taken,  for  the  prefervation  of  your  majefty  s  undoubted 
rights  and  pofieifions. 

"Deeply  affefted  with  the  lofs  of  the  important  lfland  or 
Minorca,  but  more  fo  with  the  difgraceful  and  extiaoi- 
dinary  circumftances  attending  it,  and  full  of  the  mo 
anxious  fears  for  the  ncgledted  and  deplorable  condition 
of  our  fellow-fuhjecfts  in  America,  we  humbly  approach 
your  majefty’s  throne  with  our  earned:  requeft,  and  hopes, 
founded  on  our  long  experience  of  your  majefty  s  conjoint 
concern  for  juftice,  that  the  true  caufe  of  thefe  national 
calamities  may  be  lpeedily  and  effeaually  enquired  into ; 
and  if  any  (hall  be  found  either  to  have  dilgraced  oui 
arms  abroad,  or  betrayed  our  councils  at  home,  they  may 

meet  with  exemplary  punifhment. 

As  we  are  pcrfua'ded  that  the  prefent  alarming  and  ex- 
po fed  fituation  of  this  country  arifes,  in  feme  mealure, 
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from  the  want  of  a  conftitutional  and  effective  Militia, 
(the  natural  defence  of  this  nation)  by  the  eftablifhment 
of  which,  your  majefty’s  regular  forces  may  be  employed 
in  greater  numbers,  and  with  more  fuccefs,  in  the  defence 
of  your  majefty’s  fubje&s  and  pofteflions  abroad,  and  your 
fleets  be  lei's  confined  to  the  protection  of  our  coafts  ; 
permit  us  to  afiure  your  majefty,  that  we  your  loyal  and 
faithful  1  objects,  animated  by  a  real  affeCtion  for  our  happy 
conllitution,  and  an  ardent  zeal  for  your  majefty,  and  the 
fucceflion  or  the  crown  eftabliflied  in  your  illuffrious  heufe, 
are  ready  and  willing  to  offer  our  perfons  and  fortunes,  no 
lefs  when  this  moft  defirablc  and  conflitutional  provifion 
ffiall  take  place,  than  upon  every  other  occafion  which 
calls  upon  us  as  dutiful  and  faithful  fubjedts. 

To  the  K  IN  C?s  mpft  excellent  majefty. 

The  humble  addrefs  of  the  gentlemen,  clergy,  mer¬ 
chants,  and  other  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
City  of  Bristol  ;  presented  by  Jarrit  Smith, 
Efq;  Thurfday  September  2,  1756. 


II7E  your  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje&s, 
VV  the  gentlemen,  clergy,  merchants,  and  other 
principal  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Briftol,  beg  leave  to 
lay  ourfelves  at  your  majefty’s  feet,  and  to  addrefs  your 
majefty  on  the  prefent  afflictive  and  melancholy  fttuation 
of  pubhek  affairs,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

It  is  with  the  moft  fenlible  grief,  that  we  fee  one  of  the 
moft  valuable  Fortresses  in  your  majefty’s  dominions 
torn  from  us  by  a  deceitful  and  perfidious  enemy ;  and  our 
American  fettlements,  by  fome  fatal  delay,  or  milma- 
me  ement,  expofed  to  very  imminent  dangers;  at  a  time 
when  your  majefty  has  a  confefied  fuperiority  of  naval 
force,  and  after  the  largeft  fupplies  have  moft  readily  been 
granted  for  their  prefervation  and  fupport. 

We  h  ive  the  higheft  reafon  to  hope  from  your  majefty’s 
known  juftice,  and  conftant  attention  to  the  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  your  people,  that  the  latent  caufes  of  our 
prefent  cal  unities,  will  be  ftridily  enquired  into  and  brought 
to  light:  and  that  thofe  perfons  (ft  any  fuch  there  be) 
who  have  till icr  wantonly  neglected,  or  treacheroufly  be¬ 
trayed,  the  honour  of  the  nation,  may  not  efcape  the 

punifhment 
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punifhment  due  to  their  atrocious  crimes.  At  the  fame  time, 
we  repofe  ourfelves  in  your  majedy’s  paternal  care,  that 
the  late  fupplies  maybe  driftly  appropriated  to  the  Salutary 
ends  for  which  they  were  granted,  the  diftrefling  and  an¬ 
noyance  of  our  declared  enemies,  the  defence  ot  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  the  protection  and  fupport  of  our  commerce  and 
colonies. 

We  cannot  but  lament,  that  for  want  of  a  well  regu¬ 
lated  National  Militia,  yourfaithful  fubjefts  of thefe 
kingdoms  are  not  at  liberty  to  prove  by  their  addons  their 
affeftion  to  their  country,  and  their  loyalty  to  the  bell  of 
kings  :  and  we  beg  leave  to  affure  your  majefty,  that  for 
our  parts  we  {hall  always  (when  enabled)  be  ready  and 
defirous  to  exert  our  courage,  and  hazard  our  lives  and 
fortunes  in  defence  of  your  majedy’s  facred  pcrfon  and  iU 
ludrious  family,  againft  all  invaders  whatfoever. 

i  i 

Leominder,  September  3,  1756. 

To  Richard  Gorges,  Efq;  our  worthy  reprefen- 

tative  in  parliament. 

WE  your  condituents  of  the  borough  of  Leominder, 
in  the  county  of  Hereford,  under  the  mod:  dreadful 
apprehendons  of  approaching  ruin,  think  it  our  indif- 
penfable  duty  to  impart  our  melancholy  fentiments  freely, 
upon  the  didreffed  and  defperate  date  of  the  publick  affairs; 
and  to  enjoin  you  to  exert  your  utmod  vigour  for  the 
prefervation  of  our  country. 

In  order  to  this,  we  indruft  you  to  make  the  drifted 
inquiry  into  the  caufes  of  the  indelible  infamy  brought  upon 
the  Britifh  flag  in  the  Mediterranean,  the  irreparable  lofs  of 
Minorca,  and  with  it  a  very  confiderable  part  of  our 
commerce;  as  well  as  into  the  Source  of  the  impending 
danger  that  threatens  our  American  Settlements,  upon 
the  Safety  of  which  the  red  of  our  trade  depends  ;  and 
deadily  to  purfue  Such  meafures  as  may  bring  the  authors 
of  our  didrefs  and  difgrace,  however  exalted  in  dation,  or 
guarded  by  conneftion,  to  exemplary  punifhment,  as  Some 
fatisfaftion  in  return  for  the  immenfe  fupplies  fo  chearfully 
railed  by  a  loyal,  but  almod  exhauded,  people,  and  fo 
myderioufly  applied. 

You  will,  dr,  per  fid  in  your  endeavours  to  obtain,  as 
a  proper  Supplement  to  our  naval  force,  an  established 
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Militia;  the  moft  natural,  conftitutionai,  and  ef¬ 
fectual  defence  againft  any  invafion;  and  at  the  fame  time 
preclufive  of  any  pretended  neceflity  for  foreign  merce¬ 
naries,  who,  as  our  annals  inform  us,  have  more  than 
once  fubverted  that  liberty  they  were  invited  to  defend. 

Thcfe  important  concerns  call  more  immediately  for 
redrefs  :  yet  we  reft  allured  you  will  vigilantly  embrace 
every  opportunity  of  promoting  fuch  laws,  as  will  effectu¬ 
ally  reduce  and  limit  the  number  of  placemen,  abolifn 
penfions  within  doors,  and  prevent  bribery  and  corruption 
without ;  it  being  impoftible  we  can  be  a  profperous  and 
happy  people,  without  free  and  independent  parliaments. 


The  humble  addrefs  of  the  high  fheriff,  grand 
jury,  and  gentlemen  of  the.  County  of  So¬ 
merset,  prefented  to  his  majefty  Saturday, 
Sept.  4th,  1756. 


% 


May  it  pleafe  your  majefty, 

ET  T  E,  your  majefty ’s  moft  fait  hful  fubjeds,  the  high 
W  iherift,  grand  jury,  and  gentlemen  aflembled  at  the 
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aflizes  held  for  the  county  of  Somerfet,  beg  leave  mof 
humbly,  to  addrefs  your  majefty  on  the  prefent  critical 
fituation  of  affairs  ;  and  to  offer  the  moft  unfeigned  aflur- 
anccs  of  our  inviolable  affection  and  fidelity  to  your  facred 
perfou  and  illuftrious  family  :  nor  can  we  doubt  but  that 
your  mgjefty  will  receive,  with  approbation,  our  expref- 
iions  of  concern  for  the  welfare  and  honour  of  your  king¬ 
doms,  v  hich  it  has  been  the  itudy  of  your  royal  life  to 
promote  and  maintain. 

The  lofs  of  the  important  bland  of  Minorca  appears, 
to  us,  to  be  not  only  a  dreadful  blow  to  the  trade  of  this 
nation,  but  an  indelible  {tain  on  our  political  as  well  as 
martial  glory  :  this  unprevented,  though  not  unexpe6ted, 
ftrokc,  at  the  beginning  of  a  juft  and  national  war,  vigo- 
roufly  and  effectually  fup ported  by  your  majefty’s  loyal  and 
affectionate  fubjedts,  inuft,  we  conceive,  fill  every  Britifh 
heart  with  apprehenfion  and  furprize.  Yet,  by  what  means 
fbever  this  great  misfortune  came  to  pafs,  by  whatever 
hands  the  public  intcreft  and  honour  were  given  up  ;  we 
cannot  diftruft  your  majefty’s  paternal  care  of  your  peo¬ 
ple,  or  your  impartial  juft  ice  on  thole  who  fhall  be  foun  1 

to 
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to  have  betrayed  them.  For,  as  we  are  perfuaded  that 
no  true  lover  of  his  country  will  refufe  to  expofe  his  life 
and  fortune  in  defence  of  your  facred  perfon  and  govern- 
ment ;  fo  are  we  well  fatisfied,  that  your  majefty  will  not 
honour  wTith  your  royal  countenance  and  protection  thofe 
who  have  not  at  heart  the  fafety  and  happinefs  of  Great- 
Britain. 


To  the  K  I  N  G’s  in  eft  excellent  majefty. 

The  humble  addrefs  of  the  mayor,  burgeffes,  and 
commonalty  of  the  City  of  Bristol,  in 
common-council  affernbled  •,  prefented  Monday 
September  10th,  1756,  by  Mr.  Nugent. 

Moft  gracious  fovereign, 

WE  your  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedis,  the 
mayor,  burgeffes,  and  commonalty  of  the  city  of 
Briftol,  in  common- council  aftemblcd,  moft  humbly  ap¬ 
proach  your  throne,  to  teftify  our  firm  and  unfhaken  zeal 
for  your  moft  facred  perfon  and  illuftrious  houfe. 

The  late  mifearriage  of  your  majefty’s  arms  in  the  Me¬ 
diterranean  gives  us  real  forrow,  as  we  fear  its  confequences 
will  be  fatal  to  the  trade,  the  wealth,  and  glory  of  this 
independent  country.  However,  we  are  not  difmayed  at 
this  unfortunate  event,  fmee  we  never  doubted  but  your 
majefty’s  wifdom  would  diredf  that  free  and  conftituticnal 
enquiry  into  the  caufe  of  this  national  difhonour,  as  will 
not  fail  of  bringing  to  juftice  any  perfons  who  have 
been  deficient  in  their  duty  to  you,  the  braveft  and  beft  of 
kings. 

i  hough  we  think  it  the  higheft  prefumption  to  preferibe 
rneafures  to  your  majefty  in  the  prefent  important  con¬ 
juncture,  yet  permit  us,  fir,  to  acknowledge  our  entire 
fatisfadfion  and  reliance  in  your  majefty’s  magnanimity 
ami  goodnefs  expreffed  in  your  royal  and  moft  gracious 
affurances  to  your  citizens  of  London  ;  which  we  flatter 
ourf elves  mult  remove  every  diftrufi  and  jealoufy,  animate 
the  defponding,  and  unite  "all  true  Engfifhmen  in  a  vH0- 
rous  and  affectionate  fupport  of  the  common  caufe,  there¬ 
by  maintaining  reputation  abroad,  and  our  fecurity  at  home, 
to  the  entire  defeat  of  the  hopes  and  defigns  of  out- 
enemies. 
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Nor  can  we  here  omit  rendering  our  unfeigned  thanks 
for  the  numerous  bleflings  we  have  already  enjoyed  under 
your  majefty’s  aufpicious  reign,  and  that  paternal  regard 
you  have  always  fhewn  for  the  general  welfare  and  happi- 
nefs  of  your  people  ;  thefe  loudly  call  from  us  moft  grate¬ 
ful  returns  of  confidence  and  duty ;  and  as  no  dangers  or 
misfortunes  (hall  dejedt  us,  fo  we  beg  leave  to  offer  our 
hearty  and  fincere  allurances  that  nothing  fhall  ever  divert 
us  from  defending  (at  the  hazard  of  our  lives  and  for¬ 
tunes)  your  majefty’s  perfon  and  government  in  the  profe- 
cution  of  this  juft  and  neceff'ary  war,  for  recovering  the 
indifputable  rights  and  pofteffions  of  your  crown,  and 
fixing,  upon  a  folid  bafts,  the  free  and  extenftve  com¬ 
merce  of  your  fubjecls. 


To  the  KIN  G’s  moft  excellent  majefty. 

The  humble  addrefs  of  the  gentlemen,  clergy, 
merchants,  and  others,  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  the  City  of  Bristol  *,  presented  by  Mr. 
Nugent,  Monday,  September  13. 

Moft  gracious  fovereign, 

WE  your  majefty’s  moft  faithful  and  dutiful  fubje&s, 
the  gentlemen,  clergy,  merchants,  and  other  prin¬ 
cipal  inhabitants  of  your  antient  and  ever  loyal  city  of 
Briftol,  humbly  beg  leave  to  approach  your  throne,  and, 
with  the  utmoft  truth  and  ftncerity,  to  allure  your  majefty, 
that  the  many  bleftings  we  enjoy  under  your  aufpicious 
reign,  and  the  moft  gracious  anfwer  your  majefty  has  lately 
been  pleafed  to  give  to  the  addrefs  of  the  ftrft  city  of  your 
kingdom,  call  for,  from  us  and  all  your  fubjefts,  returns 
of  the  warmeft  gratitude,  and  the  moft  unfeigned  loyalty 
and  affection. 

We  fincerely  join  with  our  fellow-fubje&s  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  grief  and  concern  for  the  lofs  of  your  majefty’s  ifland 
of  Mi  no  rca  ;  and  greatly  lament  the  difgrace  brought  on 
that  part  of  our  royal  navy  fent  to  the  relief  of  it,  appear¬ 
ing  at  prefent  to  he  chiefly  owing  to  the  cowardice  or 
mil  conduct  of  the  superior  officer,  who,  on  that 
important  occafton,  might  have  done  the  moft  acceptable 
fervice  to  your  majefty  and  his  country,  and  increafed^the 
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glory  of  the  Britifh  Hag.  At  the  fame  time  we  highly 
commend  the  brave  and  noble  defence  of  Fort  St.  Philip? 
as  doing  honour  to  your  majefty’s  arms,  and  to  thole  gal¬ 
lant  officers  and  ioldiers,  to  whom  the  care  of  it  was  en- 
trufted:  and  as  we  have  long  experienced  your  maje fly’s 
readinefs  in  rewarding  merit ;  fo  on  the  other  hand,  we 
cannot  doubt  but  the  itridteft  enquiry  will  be  made  into 
the  caufes  of  thefe  our  national  misfortunes,  and  the 
guilty,  whofoever  they  are,  duly  and  impartially  prole - 
cuted  and  punilhed.  We  have  your  majefty’s  royal  word 
for  it,  and  on  that  we  rely. 

Your  majefly  will  permit  us  to  exprefs  our  greatful  fenfe 
of  your  paternal  regard,  and  of  the  great  care  and  prudent 
meafures  which  are  taken  for  the  fiafety  and  defence  of  Great 
Britain  ;  and  that  by  your  majefty’s  wife  conduct  and  vi¬ 
gilance,  the  mofPconfiderable  fleet,  which  the  French  have 
been  able  to  equip  during  the  prefent  war,  has  been  blocked 
up.  by  your  majefty’s  lquadron  in  the  bay  of  Bifcay  ;  the 
Jbips  of  your  maje  fly’s  lubj  edts  protected  \  their  trade  fup- 
ported ,  whilft  captures  are  daily  making  of  thofe  of  the 
enemy,  and  their  unprotected  commerce  falling  a  facrihce  to 
our  publick  and  private  fhips  of  war. 

We  are  fully  fat  is fied ,  that  the  afUflances  given  to  our 
c  olonies  and  fettlements  in  America,  are  fitch  as  (by  the 
bleffing  or  God  upon  your  majefty’s  arms)  will  fie  cure  to  us 
our  juit  rights  and  pofleffions  ;  and  that  all  fuch  fiuccours 
and  fiupphes  have  been ,  and  will  be  fient  thither ,  as  are,  or 
Jhall  be ,  compatible  with  the  fiuperior  inter cf  and  immediate 
prefiervation  of  this  kingdom. 

We  fhould  think  it  prcfumption  in  us  to  dictate  to  your 
majefly,  what  further  meafures  will  be  requifite  to  be  pur- 
fued  for  the  defence  and  fecurity  of  this  kingdom  ;  but 
fhall  chearfully  acquiefce  in  all  fuch  as  fhall  be  eflablifhed 
by  the  legal  determination  of  publick  and  conflitutional 
wifdom:  not  doubting  but  every  thing  will  be  done  confident 
with  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  a  free  people,  and  the 
interefl  of  a  nation  which  hath  its  principal  dependance  on 
trade,  commerce,  and  manufactures  ;  and  your  majefly 
may  be  affured  that  we  fhall,  in  our  feveral  nations,  con¬ 
tinue  to  do  everything  in  our  power  to  render  your  majefty’s 
government  refpedtable,  and  your  reign  happy  and  glo¬ 
rious. 


D 


At 


h 


it 


(  18  ) 

AT  the  laft  aflizes  at  Chester,  there  was  a  full  grand 
jury,  and  a  numerous  appearance  of  the  gentlemen 
of  that  county,  among  whom  were  four  baronets,  and  fix 
members  of  parliament,  when  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved, 
dutifully  to  remonftrate  to  our  gracious  fovereign,  concerning 
the  late  moft  difgraceful  lofs,  the  prefent  calamitous  Hate 
of  the  kingdom,  and  the  grievous  oppreffion  of  foreign 
mercenaries ;  and  humbly  to  apply  for  England’s  natural 
defence,  a  duly  regulated  Militia  ;  and  likewife  for  a 
fpeedy  and  ftridt  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  thofe  who 
have  brought  diftrefs  and  infamy  upon  thefe  nations.  The 
addrefs  was  figned  by  the  high  fheriff,  grand  jury,  and 
gentlemen  ;  and  then  delivered  to  the  knights  of  the  (hire, 
to  be,  by  them,  prefented  to  his  majefty. 

An  application  from  the  Cheshire  freeholders. 

Taken  from  the  London  Evening  Port  of  Tuefday, 

September  21. 

To  the  right  worfhipful  the  high  fheriff,  the  grand 
jury,  and  gentlemen  of  the  County  Palatine  of 
Chester. 

Gentlemen, 

PERM  IT  your  countrymen  to  reprefent  to  you,  that 
if  ever  there  can  be  a  time  requiring  your  utmoft 
attention,  the  prefent  demands  it. 

Our  hopes,  indeed  expectations,  are,  that  you,  who  now 
affemble  to  ferve  the  public,  will  duly  weigh  and  confider 
its  fituation,  at  this  very  extraordinary  junCture.  Soon 
will  it  then  appear,  that  the  levied  treafures  have  been 
waited,  and  fquandered  in  iniquitous  meafures,  and  cor¬ 
rupt  mifapplications.  You  will  perceive  the  nation  griev- 
oully  over-loaded  with  taxes,  incumbered  with  an  immenfe, 
yet  {till  increafing  debt. ---You  will  find  our  fellow-fubjeCts 
kept  unarmed,  while  numbers  of  foreign  mercenaries  arc 
hired,  to  our  difgrace,  and  unavailingly  imported  at  an 
enormous  expence  :  yet  thefe  aliens,  who,  in  a  time  of 
fcarcitv,  devour  the  natives  bread  ;  will  they,  in  time  of 
need,  fight  their  battles  ?  dear  bought  experience  evinces 
the  contrary :  yet  are  our  own  people  rejected,  who,  in¬ 
nately  brave,  and  cordially  interefted,  would  ftrenuoufly 

defend 
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defend  his  facred  majefty,  and  their  own  endangered 
country. 

You  will  find,  that  by  ignorance,  cowardice,  or  trea¬ 
chery,  our  fleets  and  armies  have  been  rendered  of  none 
effedt;  witnefs  the  late  American  and  Mediterranean  expe¬ 
ditions !  You  will  find  (O  frame  to  Britons!)  that  Minorca, 
once  glorioufly  acquired,  and  finceno  lefs  valiantly  defended, 
an  ifland  fo  efl'ential  to  our  commerce,  unaccountably  aban¬ 
doned  !  (not  to  fay  more)  to  our  perfidious  enemies  You 
will  fee  England,  heretofore  the  arbitrefs  of  Europe,  de- 
ferted  by  her  old  and  able  allies,  reduced  to  court  tne  aid 
of  new  and  ufelefs  powers,  and,  by  ftrange  and  fhocking* 
mifeondudf,  held  in  contempt  and  derilion  by  nations  all 

around  her. 

Thus  circumftanced,  to  be  paflively  filent,  were  to  be 
tamely  degenerate  ;  for,  as  yet,  you  would  imagine  your- 
felves  free.  Does  not  then  this  critical  jundfure  require 
from  you,  more  than  inftrudfions  to  your  reprefentatives  ? 
Exert  yourfelves,  therefore  (you  have  laudable  examples) 
and  addrefs  your  fovereign;  humbly  reprefenting  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty  the  abfolute  neceftity  of  having  our  natural  and  con- 
ftitutional  guard,  a  well  regulated  Militia,  and  cf  a 
fpeedy  and  ftridf  ferutiny  into  the  condudt  of  thofe,  who, 
when  it  was  in  their  power,  did  not  prevent  our  lofles.  Ap¬ 
proach  the  throne  with  loyalty  and  allegiance  ;  yet,  at  the 
fame  time,  with  a  dutiful  firmnefs,  apply  tor  jultiee  againft 
thofe  who  (as  it  is  violently  prefumed)  have  conduced,  or 
confpired,  to  overwhelm  us  with  infamy  and  confulton, 

September  6,  We  are,  gentlemen, 

1 756.  your  very  humble  fervants, 

A.  B.  C.  D.  E.  F.  G.  H.  J.  K.  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Lancafter,  Sept.  15,  1756. 

To  the  right  honourable  the  lord  Strange,  and 
Peter  Bold,  Efq*  reprefentatives  in  parliament 
for  the  County  Palatine  of  Lancaster. 

WE  the  high  fheriff  and  grand  jury  for  the  county  pa¬ 
latine  o°f  Lancafter,  and  other  gentlemen  now  af- 
fembled  at  the  aftizes  here  held,  return  you  our  fincere 
thanks  for  your  aftiduous  attendance  in  parliament ;  and 
we  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  you,  at  the  erduimT  leliions. 

Da  ~  ^ 


(  20  „) 

an  enquiry  through  what  mifcondu&  or  misfortune  the 
large  fupplies  fo  chearfully  granted,  have  not  had  the  de- 
fired  and  expected  efFedt,  in  protecting  the  feveral  parts 
of  his  maje  tty’s  dominions,  and  annoying  his  enemies ; 
and,  in  particular,  what  were  the  caufes  of  the  great  dif- 
grace  and  lofs  which  this  nation  has  lately  futlained  in  the 
Mediterranean.  And,  in  order  to  fecure  us  from  thill 
nearer  and  greater  dangers  with  which  we  are  threatened, 
we  defire  you  will  again  try,  and  hope  with  iuccefs,  to 
procure  a  law  for  a  well  eftabliihed  National  Militia, 
which  we  look  upon  as  the  beft  and  moil  natural  means 
of  preferving  to  us  and  our  pofeerity  the  boatled  bleilings  of 
our  liberties, laws,  and  religion,  which  we  nov/  enjoy  under 
the  protection  of  our  prefent  moil  gracious  fovereign. 

September  2q.  Latl  week  was  held  a  general  common- 
council  of  the  mayor  and  corporation  of  the  City  of 
Chester,  when  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved  to  addrefs 
the  king  upon  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  public.  And 
an  addict's  was  prepared  accordingly,  with  hearty  profet- 
fions  of  loyalty  towards  his  majetty,  with  due  refentment 
againtt  mifmanagement,  cowardice  and  perfidy ;  and  ex- 
preifive  of  a  deep  concern  for  our  late  loifes,  and  for  the 
d litre fs  and  infamy  now  brought  upon  this  once  flourithing 
nation. 


On  Friday,  October  i,  the  following  addrefs  from 
the  City  of  Chester,  was  prefented  to  his 
majefty  at  Kenfmgton,  by  Sir  Richard  Grot- 
venor,  Bart,  and  Thomas  Grofvenor,  Efq^ 

To  the  KIN  G’s  moil  excellent  majefly. 

Mod  gracious  fovereign, 

Wr  E  your  majefly’s  dutiful  and  faithful  fubjccls,  the 
mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  fheriffs,  and  common- 
council  of  your  antient  and  loyal  city  of  Chetler,  in  com¬ 
mon-council  a tfembled,  do,  in  behalf  of  ourfeives  and 
fcllow-citizcns,  beg  leave  to  approach  your  throne,  and, 
with  a  fidelity  ever  dittihguifhing  this  city,  endeavour  to 
exprefs  our  heart-felt  concern  at  prefent  ills  and  im¬ 
pending  dangers. 

We 
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We  fee”the  nation  burthened  with  foreign  mercenaries, 
denied  the'  aid  and  defence  of  its  natives,  gnevoufly  taxed, 
nearly  overwhelmed  with  an  immenfe  debt,  and,  by  co¬ 
wardice,  or  treachery,  deprived  of  that  once  glorious  ac- 
quifition,  the  ifland  of  Minorca  ;  a  lofs  accompanied 
with  utter  ignominy,  and  almoft  indelible  d.fgrace  ! 

Thefe,  together  with  the  dilatory  and  perplexed  or¬ 
dering  of  our  fleets  and  armies,  both  in  Europe  and  Ame¬ 
rica  and  the  very  little  availment  of  molt  extraordinary 
(Implies,  too  fatally  evince  a  ftrange  mifmanagement 
among  thofe  to  whom  the  care  of  the  levied  trealures  and 
publicweal  have  been,  alas  !  unhappily  mtrulied.  _ 

Permit  us,  therefore,  humbly  to  intreat  your  majefty, 
out  of  regard  to  your  royal  felf,  for  the  fake  of  your  dluf- 
trious  home,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  proteftant  fucceflion, 
and  for  the  welfare  of  your  kingdoms,  foon  to  direct  a  lull 
enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  have  (as  it  is  pie- 
fumed)  abufed  your  authority,  and  brought  diftrcls  and 
infamy  upon  thefe  nations. 

We  further  moft  dutifully  and  eartteftly  defire,  that 
your  people  may  have  their  natural  and  conititutional 
guard,  a  well-regulated  Militia,  which,  we  are  pcr- 
fuaded,  will  prove  the  moft  effectual  and  permanent  de¬ 
fence  of  your  majefty’s  facred  perfon,  and  this  much  en¬ 
dangered  country. 

We  beg  leave,  likewife,  to  add  our  fincere  profeffions 
of  a  hearty  zeal  for  your  majefty’s  lervice  ;  and  that  we 
will  always  readily  contribute  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power, 
to  retrieve  our  Ioffes,  to  guard  thefe  realms,  and  to  render 
Great-Britain,  as  heretofore,  honoured  in  peace,  and  tern- 
ble  in  war. 

On  Friday  Oftcber  i,  the  following  addrefs  from 
the  County  palatine  of  Chester,  was  pie- 
fented  to  his  majefty  at  Kenfington,  by  their 
reprefentatives,  Samuel  Egerton  and  Thomas 
Cholmondeley,  Efqrs. 

To  the  K  I  N  G’s  moft  excellent  majefty. 

WE,  your  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje&s, 
the  high  fheriff,  grand  jury,  gentlemen  and  free¬ 
holders  of  the  county  palatine  of  Cheftcr,  moft  humbly 

'  beg 
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beg  leave,  at  this  very  extraordinary  junaure,  to  addrefs 
your  facred  perfon  with  hearts  firmly  attached  to  the  pre- 
fervation  of  your  majefty’s  government,  and  the  liberties 
of  our  country  ;  which  we  apprehend  to  be  fo  clofelv 
connected,  that  they  muft  mutually  depend  on  the  exiftence 
of  each  other. 

Confcious,  therefore,  of  your  majefty’s  wonted  juftice 
and  paternal  affection  for  your  people,  we  dutifully  hope, 
that  your  majefty  will  kindly,  and  duly,  confider  the  pre- 
fent  unhappy  fituation  of  thefe  once  flourifhing  kingdoms. 

We  are  too  apprehenfive,  from  many  alarming  circum- 
fiances,  that  the  fupplies  fo  chearfully  and  liberally  given, 

for  the  fupport  of  your  majefty’s  Britifn  dominions,  have 
been  fatally  mifapplied. 

We  reflect,  with  the  utmoft  concern  and  abhorrence, 
that  our  fleets  and  armies  have  been  rendered  ineffectual 
by  ignorance,  cowardice,  or  treachery  :  that  our  Ameri¬ 
can  plantations,  by  which  our  trade  principally  flouriihes, 
arc  fhamefully  torn  from  us,  notwithftanding  the  large 
fums  allowed  for  their  defence  :  and  that  Minorca,  once 
glorioufly  acquired,  and  fince  no  lefs  valiantly  defended  ; 
an  ifland  fo  eflential  to  our  commerce,  and  a  jewel  fo 
confpicuous  in  your  majefty’s  crown,  has  been  unaccount¬ 
ably  abandoned,  to  the  perpetual  difgrace  of  this  nation 
and  your  majefty’s  glory,  to  our  perfidious  enemy  ;  an 
enemy  we  have  hitherto  never  feared,  but  have  often 
humbled.  , 

Our  concern  naturally  increafes  when  we  reflect  farther ; 
that  the  taxes  are  grievous,  the  national  debt  immenfe  j 
that  our  trade  daily  lefiens,  though  they  multiply  ;  by 
which,  we  fear,  we  may  be  too  foon  difabled  from  railing 
the  neceffary  fupplies  for  the  fupport  of  your  majefty’s 
and  our  country’s  rights. 

We  behold  alfo,  with  the  deepeft  forrow,  foreign  troops 
unavailingly  imported,  and  expenfively  maintained  within 
this  kingdom,  while  your  majefty’s  faithful  fubjeCts  are 
unarmed  and  rejected  ;  who  innately  brave,  and  cordially 
interefted,  would  ftrenuoufly  defend  your  facred  majefty, 
and  their  now  endangered  country. 

J  hefe  melancholy  reflections  fill  us  with  fear  and 
amazement ;  and  our  allegiance  to  your  majefty,  and  love 
of  our  native  country,  once  the  arbitrefs  of  Europe,  induce 
us  to  unbofom  our  thoughts  to  your  royal  confideration  ; 

not 
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not  doubting  redrefs  of  our  grievances  from  a  king,  who 
loves  to  be  efteemed  the  father  of  his  people. 

Permit  us,  therefore,  moil  humbly  to  reprefent  to  your 
majefty,  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  having  our  natural  guards, 
a  well-regulated  Militia,  upon  the  footing  of  theEnglifh 
conftitution :  and  we  likewife  moil  humbly  hope,  from 
your  majefty’s  known  juftice  and  goodnefs,  that  you  will 
be  pleafed  to  direct  fuch  a  fpeedy  and  ftrict  enquiry  into 
the  conduit  of  all  thofe  who,  when  it  was  in  their  power, 
did  not  prevent  our  Ioffes*  but  have  conduced,  or  con- 
fpired,  to  overwhelm  this  nation,  and  your  majefty’s 
crown,  with  reproach  and  diftionour ;  that  they  may  re¬ 
ceive  their  due  punifliment  which  they  fo  juftly  deferve. 

The  representation  and  requeft  of  the  high  lheriff, 
juftices  of  the  peace,  gentlemen,  clergy,  and 
freeholders  of  the  County  of  Essex  -,  deli¬ 
vered  to  Sir  John  Abdy,  Bart,  and  William 
Hervey,  Efq-,  knights  of  the  fhire  for  the  faid 
county,  at  the  general  quarter  leffions  of  the 
peace  held  at  Chelmsford  in  the  faid  county,  the 

5th  of  October,  1 756. 

% 

Gentlemen, 

WE  take  this  opportunity  to  return  you  our  mofi  fin- 
cere  acknowledgments,  for  your  fteady  and  diiin- 
terefted  regard  for  the  honour  and  welfare  of  his  majefty, 
and  his  government,  and  for  your  diligent  attendance  in 
parliament ;  as  you  thereby  exprefs  the  true  and  juft  fenfe 
of  your  electors,  who  are  inviolably  attached  to  his  royal 
perfon  and  the  fucceflion  of  the  crown  in  his  illuftrious 
houfe.  And,  as  a  farther  evidence  of  a  truly  loyal  affec¬ 
tion,  we  cannot  help  reprefenting  to  you  the  deep  con¬ 
cern  we  are  under  (with  the  reft  of  our  fellow- fubj eels) 
at  the  late  national  difgrace,  and  fhameful  lofs  of  one  of 
our  moft  valuable  pofieffions. 

Your  joining  in  a  careful  and  fteady  enquiry  into  the 
caufes  of  this  great  misfortune,  cannot  but  oblige  thofe 
whom  you  reprefent ;  as  it  may  be  a  means  (if  rightly  pur- 
fued)  to  prevent  fuch  inifchiefs  for  the  future. 

Our  late  Ioffes  and  difappointments  are  the  more  fenff- 
bly  felt,  as  the  very  large  fupplies  (of  which  this  country 
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bears  a  heavy  fhare)  gave  us  reafon  to  expect  much  better 
effects  from  them,  efpecially  as  our  navy  was  then  fo  far 
iuperior  to  that  of  our  enemy :  but  we  fear  that  the 
force  of  this  great  article  of  our  national  ftrenoth  has  been 
in  <ome  meaiure,  loft  to  us,  by  keeping  at  home  a  larger 
part  of  it,  for  fear  of  an  invafion,  than  would  have  been 
neceilary,  if  our  own  people  had  been  employed  in  a  well- 
regulated  Militia,  for  the  guard  and  defence  of  our  coafts* 
Standing  armies,  and  foreign  troops,  have  not  hereto¬ 
fore  been  thought  the  proper  means  to  repel  an  invafion  * 
they  are  grievouily  burthenfome  to  the  fubjedt,  always  dan-  -  , 

gerous  to  the  conftitution,  and,  in  every  refpedi,  difagree- 
able  to  the  nation,  as  well  as  every  way  inadequate  to  the 
real  fervice  againft  our  enemies,  without  the  afliflance  of 
a  greater  part  of  our  fleet,  than  ought  to  be  confined  for 
that  purpoie.  Therefore,  when  a  truly  loyal,  brave,  and 
generous  people,  from  every  quarter,  ardently  defire  that 
arms  may  be  put  into  their  hands  for  the  defence  of  them- 
felves,  their  families,  their  king,  and  their  country,  a^ainff 
the  encroachments  and  attacks  of  a  perfidious  and  dange¬ 
rous  enemy  ;  we  hope  you  will  do  all  in  your  power  to 
prevent  the  denial  of  fo  natural  a  right  to  a  free  people. 

We  the  more  earneftly  requeftyour  afliduity  in  promot¬ 
ing  a  conftitutional  Militia  for  thefe  good  purpofes,  from 
a  thorough  convidtion,  that  it  would  "have  as  certain  a 
tendency  towards  the  fecuring  the  crown  to  his  majefty, 
and  his  heirs,  as  to  the  preferving  the  liberties  and  proper¬ 
ties  of  the  fubjedts. 

On  Thurfday  the  7th  of  October,  at  a  general 
meeting  of  the  gentlemen,  clergy,  and  freehol¬ 
ders  of  the  County  of  Devon,  affembled  at 
the  caftle  of  Exeter,  it  was  unanimo.ufly  agreed, 
that  the  following  application  fhould  be  made 
to  Sir  William  Courtenay  and  Sir  Richard  War¬ 
wick  Bampfylde,  Barts,  their  reprefentatives  in 
parliament. 

Gentlemen, 

YOU  arc  now,  by  a  royal  proclamation,  fummoned 
foonto  attend  your  duty  in  parliament.  In  our  pre- 
fent  calamitous  fituation,  we  fhould  be  wanting  to  our 

country, 
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country,  did  we  not  call  upon  you*  in  this  public  man~ 
ner,  to  promote  a  parliamentary  enquiry  into  the  caules 
of  our  prefent  misfortuues,  which  have  rendered  us  uneafy 

at  home,  and  defpicable  abroad. 

The  lofs  of  the  important  ifland  of  Minorca  can  never 
be  too  much  lamented :  the  defencelefs  condition,  the 
unparallelled  negledt  of  a  place  of  that  confequence  to  the 
naval  ftrength  and  commercial  intereft  of  this  kingdom, 
after  repeated  informations  of  the  intended  invafion,  de¬ 
mand  your  moft  ferious  attention  ;  and,  not  without  reafon, 
fill  us  with  alarming  apprehenfions  for  our  own  fafety.  We 
require  you,  therefore,  by  that  duty  you  owe  your  coun¬ 
try,  your  kins;,  and  your  God,  to  promote  a  ftndf  and  im¬ 
partial  enquiry  into  that  condudf  which  has  occafioned 
this  great  and  national  calamity.  And  we  doubt  not  but 
you  will  ufe  your  utmoft  endeavours  towards  bringing  to 
fpeedy  juftice  all  fuch  as  fhall  be  found  to  have  been  be¬ 
trayers  of  their  king  and  country,  however  dignified,  how¬ 
ever  diftinguiftied. 

Trade  being  the  natural  and  principal  fupport  of  thefe 
kingdoms  in  general,  and  in  particular  of  that  part  you  fo 
worthily  reprefent,  we  do  in  the  moft  folemn  manner  call 
upon  you  likewife  to  promote,  to  the  utmoft  of  your  power, 
an  enquiry  into  the  reafons  why  fupplies,  fo  chearfully 
given  for  the  defence  of  his  majefty’s  dominions  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  have  been  rendered  in  effectual. 

A  conftitutional  and  well-regulated  national  Militia 
merits  likewife  your  ferious  confideration,  the  fettling  ot 
•which  in  the  moft  effectual  manner  for  the  real  fervice  of 
the  nation,  we  moft  heartily  recommend  to  you  ;  as  we 
look  upon  an  eftablifhment  of  this  kind  to  be  the  beft  fe- 
curity,  under  God,  of  the  fafety  and  profperity  ot  this 
kingdom,  and  what  will  preferve  quiet  at  home,  and  com¬ 
mand  refpect  abroad,  without  the  burthenfome  interpolation 
of  foreign  fubfidiaries. 

Conffder  yourfelves  as  part  of  the  reprefentative  body  of 
a  free  people  ;  continue  to  preferve  your  own,  and  promote 
the  independency  of  parliament,  by  which  alone  the  great 
bleffing  of  liberty,  and  whatever  elfe  is  dear  and  valuable 
to  a  people,  can  be  fecured  to  this  nation  in  the  prefent 
and  future  ages. 

Conffder  yourfelves  called  together  for  other  ends,  than 
to  raife  money  from  the  people  ;  and  with  that  view  en¬ 
deavour,  as  far  as  in  you  lies,  that  the  confideration  and 
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red  refs  of  public  grievances,  if  they  cannot  precede,  may 
at  leaf!  go  hand  in  hand  with  that  of  a  public  fuppl y. 

* 

To  the  right  honourable  Heneage  Finch,  Efq; 
commonly  called  Lord  Guernfey,  and  Gabriel 
Hanger,  Efq-,  reprefentatives  in  parliament  for 
the  Borough  of  Maidstone  in  the  county 
of  Kent. 

WE  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty  of  the  king’s 
town  and  parifh  of  Maidftone  in  the  county  of 
Kent,  in  common-council  affembled,  in  order  to  exert 
our  undoubted  right  of  applying  to  our  reprefentatives  in 
parliament  upon  all  important  occafions,  do  take  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  returning  you  our  fincere  and  moft  grateful 
acknowledgements  for  the  affiduity,  candour,  and  inte¬ 
grity  with  which  you  have  in  all  things  difcharged  the 
truft  committed  to  you,  and  in  a  particular  manner  for 
your  ftrenuous  aftiftance  and  hearty  concurrence  in  palling 
the  late  lalutary  bill  for  procuring  to  us  a  Militia. 

And  though  neither  your  endeavours  at  that  time,  nor 
the  unanimity  and  zeal  with  which  the  houfe  of  commons 
palled  the  faid  bill,  had  the  defired  effedf,  yet  the  prefent 
critical  fituation  of  affairs  both  at  home  and  abroad,  the 
lofs  of  his  majefty’s  ifland  of  Minorca,  the  imminent 
danger  of  his  poffellions  in  America,  the  meditated  inva- 
lion  of  this  kingdom,  and  every  circumftance  which  united 
the  houfe  of  commons  in  one  fenfe  of  the  neceffity  of  paf- 
fing  fuch  a  bill,  having  fince  the  recefs  of  parliament  in- 
creafed  upon  us,  muff  lurely  now  convince  every  fincere 
friend  to  the  prefent  happy  effablifhment  of  the  utility  of 
fuch  a  law. 

Under  thefe  alarming  circumftances,  though  we  do  not 
entertain  the  leaft  doubt  of  your  principles  of  loyalty, 
liberty,  and  public  fpirit,  wc  think  it  inconfiftent  with 
that  duty  we  owe  to  his  moft  gracious  majefty  and  our 
native  country  to  negledt  this  opportunity  of  awakening 
all  your  attention,  and  to  exhort  and  conjure  you,  in  the 
moft  earn  eft  manner,  to  exert  yourfelves  to  the  utmoft  of 
your  power,  and  to  ufe  all  practicable  and  probable 
methods  for  obtaining,  in  the  next  feffion  of  parliament, 
a  well-regulated  Militia,  the  moft  natural  and  certain 
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defence,  under  divine  providence,  of  our  king  and  coun¬ 
try  ;  as  thereby  (befides  the  millions  of  money  hived  to 
the  nation)  his  majefty’s  fleets  and  armies  may  be  fecurely 
employed  abroad,  to  the  annoying  and  dim  effing  our 
enemies  ;  whilft  fuch  a  Militia,  a  Militia  compoie 
of  Britons  armed  for  their  own  defence,  animated  by  then 
duty  and  affedtion  to  his  moft  facied  majefty,  their  king, 
their  father,  and  their  guardian,  and  by  the  love  of  liberty 
and  their  country,  muft  render  Great-Bntain  truly  formi¬ 
dable,  and,  by  the  bleffing  of  the  Almighty,  effectual ly 
enable  his  majefty  to  affert  the  honour  of  his  crown  and 
kingdom,  fruftrate  the  pernicious  fchemes  of  all  his  ene¬ 
mies,  and  fecure  our  {bores  from  every  hoffile  attack. 

We  likewife  truft  that  you  will  Readily  and  uniformly 
purfue  all  fuch  other  meafures  as  conduce  to  the  {lability 
of  his  majefty’s  government,  the  protedfion  of  our  trade, 
and  the  fafety,  honour,  and  true  intereft  of  this  king¬ 


dom. 

We  alfo  promife  ourfelves  that  you  will  piomote,  as 
far  as  in  you  lies,  the  bringing  to  juitice  fuch  perfons  as 
have  been  wanting  in  their  duty  to  his  majefty  and  their 

country. 

As  to  ourfelves,  we  beg  leave  to  afture  you  that  we  are 
ready  and  willing,  when  called  upon  by  his  majefty,  to 
affift  with  our  lives  and  fortunes  in  the  fupport  of  his  pei- 

fon  and  government. 

Dated  at  our  town-hall  in  Maidftone,  under  our 
common-feal,  the  21ft  day  of  September,  175^* 


Inftrudtions  from  the  high  fheriff,  gentry,  clergy, 
and  freeholders  of  the  County  of  Lincoln, 
met  at  Lincoln,  Odtober  12,  1756*,  to  their 
reprefentatives  in  parliament,  Robert  \  yner,  and 
Thomas  Whichcot,  Efqrs. 


PERMIT  us,  gentlemen,  in  the  prefent  alarming 
fituation  of  affairs,  to  lay  open,  with  freedom,  our 
lentiments  before  you,  and  to  claim  that  privilege  which 
every  Britifh  eledfor  has  a  conftitutional  right  to  exert  : 
as  we  have  commited  to  your  truft  all  that  is  deal  and 
valuable  in  fociety,  the  regard  due  to  our  hbeitics  not 
only  calls  upon  us  to  obferve  your  proceedings,  but  to  point 
out  to  your  notice  what  condudt,  we  think,  will  prove 

E  2  advan- 


(  28  ) 

advantageous,  and  what  detrimental,  to  the  general  inte- 
reft  :  the  public  cannot  flouyifh,  without  imparting  its  prof- 
perity  ;  it  cannot  fall  to  decay,  without  fpreading  its  dif- 
trefTes  to  every  member  of  the  community. 

We  faw,  with  pleafure,  the  fpirit  and  unanimity  with 
which  the  encroachments  of  France  were  refented  ;  the 
chearful  concurrence  of  parliament,  to  grant  his  majefty 
the  moft  effectual  fupplies,  and  to  flrengthen  the  hands  of 
his  government  by  repeated  and  convincing  proofs  of  loy¬ 
alty,  gratitude,  and  confidence  :  we  flattered  ourfelves, 
from  the  vaft  fums  raifed,  and  the  mighty  preparations 
made,  that  the  war  would  be  carried  on  with  propor¬ 
tional  vigour  ;  and  that  we  fhould  return  the  infults,  and 
humble  the  arrogance  of  our  reftlefs  and  inveterate 
enemy ;  but  thefe  expectations  foon  deceived  us,  and 
vanifhed  ;  our  defigns  proved  abortive,  or  were  baffled 
and  derided;  our  army  was  deftroyed  in  America,  and 
our  provinces  left  expofed  to  the  inroads  of  barbarians  ; 
the  Britifh  flag  has  been  difhonoured  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  the  important  ifland  of  Minorca  fnatched  from  our 
poflefflon. 

Such  a  feries  of  difappointments  and  misfortunes  muff 
turn  the  atttention  of  every  perfon  who  deferves  the  name 
of  an  Englifhman,  and  awaken  him  to  conflder  the  prof- 
pedt  that  furrounds  him.  The  flrange  and  confufed  mea- 
lures  that  have  been  purfued,  (fill  aggravate  our  apprehen- 
fions,  and  compel  us,  gentlemen,  to  have  recourfe  to  your 
afflflance  ;  and  to  intreat,  in  the  moft  earned:  manner, 
that  you  would  promote  an  enquiry  into  the  condudf  of 
thofe  who  have  been  employed  in  this  war,  and  the  con¬ 
duct  of  them  who  have  diredted  its  operations;  that  you 
would  particularly  infift  upon  knowing,  why  Minorca 
was  abandoned  to  the  invafion  of  France,  and  its  garrifon 
not  reinforced  p  why  a  fleet,  at  leaft,  was  not  fent  earlier 
to  its  fuccour  ?  and  why  that  fleet,  when  it  did  fail,  was 
not  compofed  of  a  larger  number  of  (hips  ? 

You  will  be  pleafed,  at  the  fame  time,  carefully  to 
examine  the  accounts  of  the  public  treafure  :  a  demand  of 
this  fort  comes  with  fome  propriety  from  a  meeting  of 
freeholders,  whofc  lands  are  opprefled  with  the  heavieft 
burdens  ;  who  really  bear  the  greateff  fhare  of  all  taxes  ; 
and  whofc  fate  is  attached  to,  and  conncdled  with,  the 
fate  of  their  country. 
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Our  money  was  given  to  maintain  the  honour  of  the 
Brittfh  crown,  and  fecure  the  happinefs  and  independence 
of  thefe  kingdoms  :  to  thefe  purpoles,  and  thefe  only,  we 
hope,  it  has  been  applied  ;  and  not  fquandered  away  in 
unavailing  bargains  on  the  continent ;  or  diverted  from 
its  proper  ufe,  to  defend  the  dominions  of  princes  we 
have  no  concern  with. 

The  laft  and  ftrongeft  thing,  gentlemen,  we  would  re¬ 
commend  to  your  confideration  is,  the  eftablifhment  of  a 
Militia,  the  original  defence  of  this  nation,  and  the  only 
method  in  appearance,  that  can  fave  us  from  the  approaches 
of  ruin.  It  is  impoflible  to  fupport  fuch  a  Handing  army 
as  would  be  fufficient  to  guard  us  againft  the  perpetual  de- 
fio-ns  of  our  enemy  ;  it  is  impoflible  to  rely  on  the  aid  ot 
foreign  mercenaries,  without  finding  the  confequence,  at 
length,  mod;  fatal  :  for  the  hiftory  of  all  ages  informs  us, 
that  this  miftaken  policy  has  never  failed  to  bring  the  peo¬ 
ple,  who  continued  it,  to  certain  definition  ;  they  have 
either  been  plundered  and  enflaved,  by  the  very  troops  they 
had  hired  for  their  protection  ;  or,  difufed  to  the  practice 
of  arms,  and  loft  in  luxury  and  indolence,  have  fallen 
an  eafy  prey  to  the  firft  enterprifing  power  that  attacked 

them. 

To  Robert  Vyner  and  Thomas  Whichcot,  Efqs; 
reprefentatives  in  parliament  for  the  County 
of  Lincoln. 

SIRS, 

HAving  feen  in  the  public  papers  an  advertifement 
from  the  high  flieriff,  defiring  a  meeting  of  the 
gentlemen  of  this  county  at  Lincoln;  wc,  the  juftices,  gen¬ 
tlemen,  clergy,  and  others,  aflembled  at  the  general  quar¬ 
ter  feflions  of  the  peace  for  the  parts  of  Holland,  holdcn 
at  Bofton  and  Spalding,  and  who,  by  private  bufinels,  are 
prevented  from  attending  at  Lincoln,  beg  leave,  in  this 
manner,  to  convey  our  ientiments  to  you  our  reprefen¬ 
tatives  in  parliament  upon  the  declared  occafion  of  the 
enfuing  meeting. 

We  are  extremely  fenfible  of  the  many  great  and 
princely  qualities  of  our  royal  fovereign,  and  have  the 
greateft  confidence  in  his  majefty’s  known  care  for  the 
honour  and  intereft  of  this  nation,  and  of  his  good  and 
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gracious  intentions  in  all  refpe&s  towards  his  fubjedts  in 
thefe  kingdoms  ;  all  which  confiderations  .make  us  the 
more  deeply  afFeded,  to  find  thefe  promifing  advantages 
fo  .  greatly  defeated  by  the  ill  conduct  of  thofe  who  not 
animated  by  the  fame  principles,  have  contributed  to  the 
immenfe  lofs  and  difhonour  brought  upon  this  nation  in 
the  Mediterranean  feas,  and  by  the  too  apparent  neo-letft: 
of  our  important  intereft  in  America.  As  thefe  are  mat¬ 
ters  of  fuch  great  and  national  concern,  we  truft  they  will 
not  be  lightly  pafied  over  the  enfuing  fefilons  ;  but  that 
you,  and  the  other  reprefentatives  of  this  kingdom,  will 
concur  in  all  poftible  endeavours  to  difeover  and  purfue  to 
punilhment  all  thofe  by  whofe  ill  conduct  we  are  brought 
to  this  unhappy  and  difgraceful  fituation  ;  that  the  people 
who  have  chearfully  contributed  to  the  moft  difagreeable 
and  burthenfome  taxes  towards  this  neceflary  war,  may 
obtain  juftice  upon  thofe  who  have  fo  entirely  defeated  the 
good  ends  and  defigns  propofed  from  them. 

The  introducing  of  foreign  troops  at  an  immenfe  expence 
into  this  nation,  will  ever  be  a  meafure  juftly  attended 
with  jealoufy  and  uneafinefs  to  the  people  of  this  land  ; 
for,  befides  the  too  great  probability,  that  in  cafe  of  need 
they  would  prove  ineffectual  for  the  purpofes  expected, 
the  precedent  is  of  dangerous  confequence,  and  may  here¬ 
after  prove  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  this  country,  under  a 
prince  of  different  views  and  principles  from  thofe  of  his 
prefent  majefiy :  permit  us,  therefore,  to  exprefs  our 
earned:  hopes,  and  to  recommend,  that  you  will  ufe  your 
influence  for  the  eftablifhment  of  a  national  and  well- 
regulated  Militia,  as  the  antient  and  natural  defence  of 
thefe  kingdoms. 

We  cannot,  gentlemen,  conclude  this  letter,  without 
taking  notice  of  a  circumftance,  faid  to  attend  thefe  foreign 
troops,  of  a  moft  extraordinary,  and  almoft  incredible 
nature  ;  viz.  that  a  power  has  been  aflumed,  unknown  to 
this  conftitution,  of  exempting  them  from  the  influence 
of  the  laws  of  this  kingdom  ;  an  article  of  fuch  danger¬ 
ous  and  alarming  tendency  !  that  we  are  unwilling  to  ex¬ 
patiate  upon  it,  or  even  to  believe  that  it  does  really  fub- 
fift ;  butfhould  it  be  found  to  be  fo,  we  cannot,  in  juftice 
to  our  country,  but  hope  it  v/ill  meet  with  all  the  re- 
fentment  becoming  thofe  who  are  fo  much  interefted  as 
you  are,  in  the  fafetv,  freedom,  and  independence  of 
your  country.  We  are,  Sirs, 

Oft.  7,  1756.  Your  moft  obedient  fervants. 
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On  Saturday,  October  1 6th,  the  following  addreis 
from  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-council 
of  the  City  of  Exeter,  was  prefented  to  his 
majefty  at  Kenfington,  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Davy. 

To  the  K  I  N  G’s  moft  excellent  majefty. 

i 

May  it  pleafe  your  majefty, 

WE  your  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje&s,  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  council,  of  your 
city  of  Exeter,  in  chamber  affembled,  moft  humbly  beg 
leave  to  approach  your  royal  throne  ;  and  from  a  full  con¬ 
viction  of  that  warmth  and  tendernefs  with  which  your 
majefty,  like  the  true  father  of  your  people,  embraces  all 
their  interefts,  and  enters  into  all  their  dilquietudes,  are 
encouraged  to  lay  before  your  majefty  thofe  alarming 
apprehenlions,  which  we  cannot  but  feel  from  the  fatal 
and  unexpected  difafters  which  have  attended  the  begin- 
ing  of  this  moft  juft  and  neceftary  war. 

The  lofs  of  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  with  its  moft  im¬ 
portant  harbour  and  fortrefs,  fo  neceftary  to  the  fupport  of 
our  power  and  influence,  and  the  protection  of  our  trade  in 
the  Mediterranean  feas,  in  which  trade  this  city  is  more 
particularly  interefted,  will,  we  are  convinced,  in  its  con- 
fequences,  be  found  to  be  a  very  heavy  calamity.  But 
the  circumftances  that  attended  that  lofs;  the  delay  in  provid¬ 
ing  for  the  fecurity  of  this  ineftimablc  pofteflion,  when  ail 
armament  was,  for  a  long  time,  preparing  in  its  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  notorioufly  intended  to  invade  it ;  the  tardy  and 
fparing  meafures  taken  for  its  relief  ;  the  aftonifhing  retreat 
of  a  Britifh  fleet  apparently  fent  to  fuccour  it,  before  a 
French  fquadron  of  a  force  confeftedly  not  fuperior ;  the 
lofs  of  the  national  reputation,  and  the  indelible  difgrace 
thereby  brought  on  the  Britifh  flag :  thefe  circumftances, 
fo  furprizing  that  they  fcarce  feem  credible,  muft  of  ne- 
ceflity  highly  aggravate  our  terrors,  and  fill  us  with  the 
moft  melancholy  forebodeings  as  to  the  future  events  of  a 
war,  in  which  every  thing  dear  and  valuable  to  this  na¬ 
tion  is  at  ftake. 

In  this  dejeCled  fttuation  our  chief  remaining  hope  is  in 
your  maiefty’s  perfonal  fteadinefs  vigilance  and  refolution, 

and 
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and  in  that  love  of  juftice  by  which  your  majefty’s  cha- 
raXer  is  lb  eminently  diftinguifhed  :  in  thefe  your  royal  vir¬ 
tues  we  entirely  confide  5  and,  with  the  fulleft  afturance, 
are  perfuaded  that  your  majefty  will  caufe  the  ftriXeft  en¬ 
quiry  to  be  made,  who  are  the  authors  and  inftruments  of 
our  prelent  diftrefs  ?  and  if  any  perfon  {hall  be  found, 
either  to  have  trifled  with  the  mod;  eflential  intcrefls  of  the 
nation;  from  wanton  negligence,  or  inexcusable  inaXivity, 
or  to  have  made  a  Sacrifice  of  them  to  cowardice,  or  any 
dill  worfe  motive,  that  they  wall  be  brought  to  adequate 
punifhment;  not  only  to  fatisfy  the  juft  refentments  of  an  ' 
injured  people,  but  to  eftablifh  fuch  an  example,  as  may 
effeXually  convince  every  perfon  entrufted  with  any  part  of 
the  public  adminiftration,  that  no  influence  will  be  pow¬ 
erful  enough  to  protcX,  no  connexions  fufticiently  exten¬ 
sive  to  fcreen  the  man,  who  fhall,  for  the  future,  dare  to 
be  deficient  in  his  duty,  or  to  feparate  his  own  interefts 
from  thofe  of  the  nation. 

Deeply  penetrated  with  the  fenfe  of  the  many  and 
great  bleflings  we  enjoy  under  your  majefty’s  mild  and 
gracious  government,  and  of  the  imminent  hazards  to 
which  they  are  expofed,  from  the  near  neighbourhood 
of  a  moft  potent  and  highly  incenfed  enemy  ;  wre  cannot 
reftrain  our  wifhes  from  breaking  out  before  your  majefty, 
that  this  nation  might  be  enabled  to  exert  its  natural 
ftrength  in  the  defence  of  its  deareft  interefts,  by  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  a  conftitutional  and  well-regulated  Militia. 
Whenever  your  majefty,  in  conjunXion  with  your  great 
council  in  parliament,  fhall  think  fit  to  add  this  moft  ef- 
feXual  provifion  to  thofe  already  made  for  our  Security, 
the  formidable  army  w^hich  threatens  us  from  the  oppofite 
coafts,  will  ceafe  to  be  an  objeX  of  apprehenfion  ;  our 
naval  fuperiority  will  be  no  longer  imaginary,  but  become 
real  and  effeXive  ;  and  we  may  reafonably  hope,  with 
the  divine  blefflng  on  the  juftice  of  our  caufe,  for  fuch 
fuccefles  as  may  lpeedily  oblige  our  haughty  enemy  to 
accjuiefce  in  the  terms  of  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace  ; 
and  relieve  this  nation  from  the  burden  of  an  expence, 
which  nothing  can  render  Supportable  but  the  absolute 
neceflityof  the  occafion,  and  a  well-grounded  confidence, 
that  that  occafion  will  be  of  no  long  continuance. 
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On  Monday  O&ober  18  th,  the  following  ad** 
drefs  from  the  high  fheriff,  clergy  and  free¬ 
holders  of  the  County  of  Lincoln,  was  pre- 
fented  to  his  majefty  at  Kenfington  by  Thomas 
Whichcote  and  Robert  Vyner,  Efqrs.  their  re- 
prefentatives. 

To  the  K  I  N  G’s  moft  excellent  majefty. 

WE,  your  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje&s, 
the  high  fheriff,  gentry,  clergy,  and  freeholders 
of  the  county  of  Lincoln,  affembled  at  Lincoln  upon  the 
prefent  critical  conjuncture  of  affairs,  moft  humbly  beg 
leave  to  aflure  your  majefty  of  our  unfeigned  duty  and 
inviolable  attachment  to  your  majefty’s  facred  perfon  and 
royal  authority  ;  and  with  thankful  hearts  to  acknowledge 
your  majefty’s  paternal  care  and  vigilance  for  the  honour 
of  the  nation,  and  the  general  good  of  your  fubjeCts. 

Convinced  as  we  are,  that  nothing  has  been  wanting 
on  your  majefty’s  part,  towards  the  attainment  of  thefe 
great  and  glorious  ends,  permit  us,  royal  Sir,  to  exprefs' 
our  concern  at  the  mifcarriages,  and  our  aftonifhment  and 
indignation  at  the  ftrong  appearances  of  mifconducl  that 
have  attended  the  profecution  of  this  juft  and  neceffary 
war,  whether  by  delays,  ignorance,  treachery,  difobedience 
or  cowardice,  whereby  an  indelible  reproach  has  been 
brought  upon  the  honour  of  the  nation,  of  which  the 
lofs  of  Minorca,  one  of  the  many  trophies  of  Britifh 
valour,  and  the  imminent  danger  of  your  majefty’s  domi¬ 
nions  in  America,  the  chief  object  of  the  war,  and  the 
bafts  of  our  commerce,  are  undeniable  and  melancholy 
inftances  :  under  the  prefent  alarming  circumftances,  next 
to  our  moft  humble,  but  chearful  reliance  upon  the  pro¬ 
tection  and  blefting  of  almighty  God  on  your  majefty’s 
councils  fleets  and  armies,  we  depend  upon  your  majefty’s 
wifdom  and  juftice  for  the  detection  and  exemplary  punilh- 
ment  of  any  perfons  who  (liall  be  found  to  have  been 
wanting  in  their  duty  to  your  majefty  and  their  country. 

And  we  affure  your  majefty  we  will  chearfully  contri¬ 
bute  our  fortunes,  and  expofe  our  lives,  for  the  defence  of 
our  moft  dear  religion  liberties  and  country,  and  of  your 
majefty’s  perfon  and  illuftrious  family  ;  at  "the  fame  time 
lamenting  that  we  are  not  enabled  effectually  fo  to  do,  by 
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a  well-regulated  constitutional  Militia,  which  the 
prcfent  exigency  fo  loudly  calls  for,  and  which  will  pre¬ 
vent  our  any  longer  depending  on  the  dangerous  and  un¬ 
certain  aid  of  foreign  forces, 

Inftrudtions  from  the  gentry,  clergy,  and  freehol¬ 
ders  of  the  County  of  York,  to  their  repre- 
fentatives  in  parliament,  the  right  honourable 
Lord  Down,  and  Sir  Conyers  Darcy,  knight  of 
the  Bath. 

A  S  the  approaching  winter,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
neceffity  of  the  times,  and  the  feafonable  expoftu- 
lations  of  the  people,  is  likely  to  become  a  fefiion  of  much 
bufinefs  and  reformation,  we  moft  earneftly  recommend  to 
you  a  diligent  attendance  on  parliament,  and  an  adtive 
fcrutiny  into  all  thofe  dire  and  fatal  fprings  of  our  military 
difaflers,  and  perplexed  negotiations,  which  have  brought 
fuch  indignity  and  burden  upon  thefe  abufed  realms. 

The  extremity,  long  predidted,  feems  now  to  advance 
with  hafty  ftrides.  It  is,  alas  !  a  truth  which  every  voice 
authenticates  ;  and  therefore  your  conftituents  conjure, 
that  you  will  be  the  faithful  and  honelt  counfellors  of 
royalty;  and  be  no  longer  amufed  with  the  fubtile  pro¬ 
jects  and  venal  fpeeches  of  felf-defigning  men,  who,  in 
proportion  as  they  promife  and  difpenfe,  only  attempt  to 
cnflave,  and  become  the  prodigal  fpendthrifts  of  our  patri¬ 
monies  and  acquirements. 

That  the  welfare  of  this  country  may  not  be  totally  un¬ 
hinged,  cither  through  our  crimes,  or  the  abufe  of  fecon- 
dary  means,  wc  hope,  that  you  will  not  only  endeavour  to 
introduce  a  change  of  men,  but  of  morals  and  meafures  ; 
that  the  rank  enormities,  which  deluge  this  land,  may  not 
be  laid  to  the  charge  and  examples  of  its  magiftrates  and 
fenators  ;  that  venality  and  gaming,  the  bane  of  bufi- 
nefs,  and  the  ruin  of  integrity,  may,  in  particular,  no  longer 
make  their  profelytes  to  fervile  dependence,  or  prefs  into 
their  fervice  advocates  for  foreign  and  pernicious  fyltems. 

We  farther  lament,  for  the  fake  of  ourfelves,  and  the 
illuflrious  family  on  the  throne,  that  when,  through  the 
fate  of  human  nature,  his  molt  gracious  majelty  fhall  be 
demanded  to  other  glory,  that  the  heir  apparent  mull  luc- 
ceed  to  fo  disadvantageous  a  profpedt ;  we  mean,  to  fo 

immenffe 
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immenfe  a  debt,  as  makes  each  proprietor  tremble,  and  each 

individual  fad.  n 

Let  it  then  be  your  conftant  endeavouis,  by  all  equitable 

means,  to  make  this  burthen  light,  and  this  yoke  eafy  : 
and  if  a  continent  muft  be  fupplied ;  if  our  fpoils  muft 
be  fhared ;  let  America  partake,  rather  than  ungrateful 
Germany,  the  fepulchre  of  Britilh  intcrelt.  i 

It  is  with  no  little  concern  we  find  thofe  to  be  tne  open 
tenets  now,  which  formerly  were,  with  fome  modefty  and 
addrefs,  concealed.  But  we  apprehend,  and  it  is  hoped 
vou  alfo  will  conceive  it,  that  where  the  intereft  of  two 
eftates  centering  in  the  fame  perfon,  interfere,  that  the 
lefler  fhould  give  way,  and  be  fubfervient  to  the  greater. 
This  is  the  manifeft  rule  of  right,  the  moil  ufual  and  na¬ 
tural  expectation.  , 

•  This  loyal  and  martial  country,  the  leader  in  a  late 

feafon  of  danger,  the  firft  in  rank  for  opulence  extent  and 
natural  advantages,  prefumes  farther  to  advife,  that  you 
will  oppofe  ( unlefs  exigencies  change )  all  future  fchemes 
of  receiving  foreign  mercenaries  into  this  land  j  and,  that 
a  conftitutional  Militia,  with  our  own  troops,  may 
fupply  the  occafions  for  which  aliens  were  imported  j  and 
that  we  may  have  no  farther  caufe  to  fear,  and  fay,  with 
Mattathias,  God  forbid  that  we  fhould  foifake  the  law  and 

the  ordinances. 

We  think  it  fuperfluous  to  afk  your  enquiry  into  the 
nature  of  thofe  meafures  which  have  deprived  our  Medi¬ 
terranean  fleet  of  a  home,  and  trade  of  its  protection .  a 
lofs,  that  has  reduced  confiderably  the  ufe,  and  good  effects 
of  our  naval  power  ;  and  given  the  enemy  fuch  advantages, 
as  Britain  will  feverely  feel,  as  well  throughout  the  war, 
as  on  the  balancing  day  of  accompt.  In  a  word  ;  fo  juff 
and  ftrong  a  fatire  on  government,  and  naval  command, 
as  the  lofs  of  that  effential  place,  is  what  this  country  has 
not  before  experienced.  We  confide,  for  invcftigation 
and  impartial  juffice,in  the  royal  promife;  your  indignation, 
gentlemen,  on  this  event,  we  know,  cannot  be  exceeded. 
What  inftances  of  deferved  complaint  we  have  omitted, 
your  own  feelings  and  refleftions  will  fupply. 


October 
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October  19,  ijg6.  At  the  general  quarter  feffions 
held  at  Taunton  for  the  County  of  Somerset, 
many  gentlemen,  clergy,  and  freeholders,  of  the 
laid  county,  agreed  to  the  following  reprefen- 
tation  and  inftrudtions  to  the  knights  of  the 
•  fhire. 

To  Sir  Charles  Kemeys  Tynte,  Bart,  and  Thomas 
Prowfe,  Efq*,  reprefentatives  in  parliament  for 
the  County  of  Somerset. 

Gentlemen, 

WE  your  conftituents,  truly  fenfible  of  the  fervice 
you  have  endeavoured  to  do  your  country  in  par¬ 
liament,  by  your  zealous  and  conftitutional  conduct  there, 
take  this  opportunity  of  returning  you  our  thanks. 

At  the  fame  time  we  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  how 
deeply  we  are  affected  with  the  prefent  deplorable  fitu- 
ation  ot  our  foreign  and  domeftic  affairs.  How  unhappy 
mult  it  make  every  honeft  and  generous  Briton  to  find, 
that,  notwithftanding  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  our 
trade,  rights,  and  our  moft  invaluable  privileges  are  not 
effectually  fecured  to  us  ?  for  no  fooner  were  we  pleating 
ourfelves  with  the  thoughts  of  peace  and  tranquility  ,  but 
we  were  alarmed  with  the  agumentation  of  the  naval  force 
of  our  enemies,  and  our  colonies  in  America  were 
claimed,  encroached  upon,  and  hoftilely  invaded  ;  and  all 
this  permited  without  the  lealt  inquiry  made,  or  refent- 
ment  fhewn,  by  thofe  who  had  the  conduct  of  our  pub¬ 
lic  affairs.- - A  fupinenefs  unaccountable  and  unparal¬ 
leled  !  ^ 

But  greatly  aggravated  is  our  concern,  when  we  re- 
f ecr  on  the  lofs  of  Minorca,  an  ifland  fo  important  to  the 
commerical  intereft  of  this  nation  ;  which  through  the  fame 
unpardonable  neglect  (to  fpeak  no  worfe  of  it)  is  now 
m  the  pofTeffion  of  France,  our  ambitious  and  perfidious 
neighbour. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  aftonifhment  to  find,  that  neither  of 
the  governors  of  the  Mediterranean  fortrefies  were  refident 
^  Uicir  refpedtive  flations,  although  they  continued  to  re¬ 
ceive 
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celve  their  falaries,  as  if  upon  actual  duty ;  and  this,  when 
an  attack  was  forefeen  and  expedfed. 

It  was  with  great  chearfulnefs  we  contributed  to  the  vafi: 
fupplies  raifed  for  vigoroufly  carrying  on  the  prefentwar;  and 
we  were  in  hopes  that  our  national  troops  (fome  of  which 
voluntarily  enlifted  in  this  and  a  neighbouring  country,  only 
to  defend  their  native  country,  again  If  an  invafion  then 
fuppofed  to  be  meditating)  would  have  been  lufficient  to 
anfwer  the  end  propofed  :  but  we  are  forry  to  have  fo  foon 
perceived,  that  an  army  of  foreign  mercenaries  was  thought 
neceffary,  who,  we  are  told,  are  by  treaty  not  to  be  fub- 
jedt  to  our  law,  though  we  know  of  no  difpenfmg  power 
that  can  exempt  them  from  it. 

We  could  wifli  that  the  propofal  for  a  national  Militia 
( the  conftitutional  land  force  of  this  kingdom )  had  not 
been  rejedled. 

The  great  number  of  unneceffary  places  and  penfions, 
fo  lavifhly  conferred  at  a  time  when  the  nation  groans  un¬ 
der  a  load  of  debts,  and  is  involved  in  difficulties  to  raife 
even  the  annual  fupplies,  is  a  matter  that  deferves  your 
particular  and  ferious  attention. 

Thefe,  lirs,  are  grievances  which  give  us  the  greateft 
uneafinefs  ;  and  we  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  ufe  your 
endeavours  to  enquire  into  and  redrefs  them,  and,  to  bring 
to  juftice  fuch  who  have  been  the  caufe  of  thefe  our  dif- 
treffes ;  that  you  will  demand  of  thofe,  who  have  been 
entrufted  with  the  public  money,  how  the  great  fums 
voted  and  raifed  by  votes  of  credit  have  been  applied  ;  and 
this  will  encourage  us  chearfully  to  exert  ourfelves  to  the 
utmoft,  and,  if  occafion  requires,  to  facrifice  our  lives  and 
fortunes  in  defence  of  our  king  and  country. 


On  Thurfday  October  28,  1756,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Borough  of  Southwark  being  met 
at  the  town-hall,  unanimoufly  agreed  to  addrefs 
his  majefty,  and  defire  William  Belchier  and 
William  Hammond,  Efqrs.  their  reprefenta- 
tives,  to  prefent  the  fame  ;  to  whom  they  alfo 
gave  the  following  inftruftions  : 


Gentlemen, 


WE  take  this  opportunity  of  expreffing  our  fatisfac- 
tion  and  thanks  for  your  diligent  attendance  in 
parliament,  and  your  attachment  to  his  majefty’s  perfon  and 

govern- 


government  in  a  ready  concurrence  to  thofe  fupplies 
which  the  neceffity  of  affairs  fo  juftly  required ;  but  we 
beg  leave,  at  the  fame  time,  to  recommend  to  your  ftri&eft 
enquiry  how  thefe  immenfe  fums  have  been  appropriated. 

The  fatal  lofs  of  the  valuable  ifland  of  Minorca,  the 
late  difgrace  of  the  Britifh  flag  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
the  want  of  timely  care  for  the  fupport  of  our  colonies  in 
America,  furnifh  us  with  matter  of  the  utmoft  afto- 
nifhment  and  concern,  and  urge  us  to  requeft  your  moft 
particular  examination  into  the  caufes  of  thefe  misfortunes, 
and  to  exert  yourfelves  in  bringing  all  delinquents  to  juftice. 

Permit  us  to  defire  you  again  to  repeat  your  endeavours 
for  obtaining  a  well  regulated  Militia,  which  will  not 
only  prevent  the  neceffity  of  calling  foreign  forces  to  our 
affiftance,  but  enable  us  to  defend  our  king  and  coun¬ 
try  againft  all  invaders  in  the  moft  natural  and  effectual 
manner,  and  give  his  majefty’s  navy  a  greater  opportunity 
of  adling  offenfively  againft  the  common  enemy. 

Inftruflions  from  the  CITY  of  L  O  ND  O  N 
to  its  reprefentatives  in  parliament. 

To  the  right  honourable  Slingsby  Bethel],  Efq; 
Lord-Mayor,  Sir  John  Barnard,  Knt.  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Ladbroke,  Knt.  and  William  Beckford, 
Efq, 


WE,  the  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  the 
City  of  London,  in  common  council  affembled, 
juftly  alarmed  at  the  critical  and  unhappy  fituation  of  thefe 
kingdoms,  do  moft  earneftly  call  upon  you,  our  repre¬ 
fentatives,  to  exert  your  utmoft  ability  towards  procuring 
a  ftricft  and  impartial  parliamentary  inquiry  into  the  caufes 
of  thefe  national  calamities. 

An  almoft  total  negledt  of  our  important  fortrefles  in 
the  Mediterranean,  of  fuch  incftimable  confequence  to  the 
trade  and  power  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and  the  permited 
abfence  of  their  principal  officers  many  months  after  the 
commencement  of  hoftilities,  the  adlual  lofs  of  Minorca, 
and  apparent  danger  of  Gibraltar,  are  circumftances  which 
fill  us  with  amazement  and  concern  :  but  when  we  refiecft 
on  the  great  preparations  for  an  embarkation  of  troops  and 

artil- 
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artillery*  and  the  equipment  of  a  powerful  fleet  publiay 
known  to  be  carried  on  at  Toulon,  whofe  neighbourhooc 
to  Minorca  was  fufficiently  alarming,  we  cannot  impute 
thefe  fatal  events  to  neglect  alone  ;  and  therefore  conjure 
you  to  inquire,  why  a  refpeaable  fleet  was  not  immediately 
lent  from  hence,  and  why  at  laft  fo  fmall  a  fquadron  was 
ordered  upon  this  important  fervice,  without  any  frigate, 
fire-fhip,  hofpital-fhip,  tranfport,  or.  troops  beyond  their 
ordinary  compliment,  and  this  at  a  time  when  our  naval 
force  was  confefledly  fuperior  to  the  enemy  s. 

The  cruelties  fuffered  and  Ioffes  fuftained,  by  our  fellow 
fubjefts  in  North  America,  have  long  called  for  redrefs; 
whilft  the  mifmanagement  in  the  attempts  for  their  1  up- 
port,  and  the  untimely  and  unequal  fuccours  fent  to  their 
relief,  have  only  ferved  to  render  the  Bntifh  name  con¬ 
temptible  :  we  therefore  require  you,  to  ufe  youi  utmort 
endeavours  for  detedling  all  thofe,  who,  by  treacheiy  or 
mifeondua,  have  contributed  to  thofe  great  diftrefies ;  his 
majefty  having  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  allure  us,  that 
he  will  not  fail  to  do  juftice  upon  any  perfons,  who  fhall 
have  been  wanting  in  their  duty  to  him  and  their  country. 

To  thefe  interefting  enquiries,  we  have  but  too  much  rea- 
fon  to  add  our  prefling  requeft,  that  you  will  ule  your  ear- 
lied;  endeavours  to  eftabhfh  a  well  legulated  and  conftitu— 
onal  Militia,  as  the  moil  honourable  defence  of  tne 
crown,  and  the  moft  confiftent  with  the  rights  of  a  free 
people.  And  this  we  are  more  anxious  to  recommend  to 
your  particular  care  and  attention,  as  every  apprehenfion  of 
danger  has  furnifhed  areafonfor  increafing  the  number  of  our 
regular  forces,  and  for  the  introdudtion  of  foreign  mercena¬ 
ries,  the  expence  of  which  is  inlupportable.  \Ve  therefore 
truft  that  you  will  purfue  this  meafure  before  you  confent 
to  the  grant  of  fupplies  \  experience  having  convinced  us, 
that  your  laudable  endeavours  afterwards  may  pio\c  fiun- 
lefs. 

The  infult  offered  to  our  laws  by  a  claim  of  exemption 
which  thefe  foreigners  are  faid  to  have  made,  demands  that 
you  ftridfly  inquire,  whether  the  ordinary  courfe  of  juftice 
has  been  interrupted  or  fufpended  on  their,  account ;  or 
whether  any  perfon  in  authority  under  hir  majefty  has  given 
countenance  to  fuch  a  claim  ;  which  if  youfhould  difeover, 
we  confide  in  your  refolution  and  integrity,  that  nothing 
will  be  wanting,  on  your  part,  to  bring  to  juftice  the  advi- 

fers  and  inftruments  of  luch  a  violation  of  the  bill  of  rights, 

as 
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as  the  only  means  of  quieting  the  minds  of  his  majefty's 
loyal  Britilh  fubjedfs  :  and  at  all  events  we  recommend  it 
to  }mu  to  oppofe  the  continuance  of  any  foreign  troops 
witnm  the  kingdom,  a  circumftance  which  muff  ever  be 

conlidered  as  a  reproach  to  the  loyalty  courage  and  ability 
or  this  nation.  7 


alfo  hope,  that  you  will  endeavour  to  limit  the 
number  of  placemen  and  pensioners,  of  late  fo  re¬ 
markably  increafed ;  and  at  a  proper  feafonto  reftore  trien¬ 
nial  parliaments,  as  we  conceive  it  the  only  means 
to  obtain  a  free  reprefentative  of  the  people. 

1  he  immenfe  fums  fo  chearfully  paid,  when  almoft 
c\ci\  meafure  icflects  national  difgrace,  call  upon  you  ftridfly 
to  enquire  into  their  application  ;  and  we  trull:  that  you 
will  carefully  watch  and  endeavour  to  prevent  all  unna¬ 
tural  connections  on  the  continent,  in  order  to  preferve  the 
independency  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

By  rendering  thefe  necefiary  fervices  to  your  kino-  and 
country,  you  will  give  his  majefty  the  ftrongeft  teftnnony 
of  your  duty  and  affe&ion,  and  moft  effectually  fecure  to 
his  government  obedience  and  refpedt. 

At  the  fame  time  we  defire  you  thus  publicly  to  accept 
our  moft  grateful  acknowledgements  of  yourpaft  condudt  in 
parliament  \  and  enjoin  you  at  all  times  to  hold  facred  and 
inviolable  the  adt  made  for  eftablilhing  his  majefty’s  rioht 
to  the  crown  of  thefe  realms,  and  fecuring  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  lubjedt  ;  and  that  you  oppofe  every  mea¬ 
fure  tending  to  weaken  that  compadt,  which,  under  the 
divine  providence,  will  ever  prove  the  beft  fecurity  to  his 

majefty’s  facred  perfon  and  the  fuccefiion  in  his  illuftrious 
houfe. 


On  Monday  November  ift,  the  following  addrefs 
of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  town-clerk,  and  com¬ 
mon  council  of  the  Borough  of  Boston  in 
Idncolnfhire,  was  prefented  to  his  majefty  at 
Kenfington,  by  Charles  Amcotts,  Efq;  one  of 
their  reprefentatives,  accompanied  by  John 
Michell  and  Richard  Fydell,  Efqrs. 

WE,  your  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedts, 
the  mayor,  aldermen,  town  clerk,  and  common- 
council  of  your  antient  borough  of  Bolton,  in  common- 

hall 
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jhal!  aflembled,  moft  humbly  beg  leave  to  renew  our  pro- 
reflations,  of  duty,  and  to  afTure  your  majefty,  that  no 
difappointments  which  may  attend  this  juft  and  neceffarv 
war,  (hall  in  the  leaft  abate  our  zeal  for  your  majefty 
fervice  :  but  they  fhall  rather  ftrengthen  and  confirm  our 
refolutions  to  fupport  your  majefty  in  the  vindication  of 
your  undoubted  right  to  the  crown  of  thele  realms,  and  all 
the  dominions  and  pofteftions  thereto  belonging,  to  the 
utmoft  of  our  lives  and  fortunes. 

Permit  us,  however,  royal  Sir,  to  exprefs  our  utmoft 
concern  and  refentment  to  find  the  gracious  endeavours 
of  your  majefty  to  promote  the  honour  and  welfare  of 
thefe  kingdoms,  fo  entirely  fruftrated  (as  appears  to  us)  by 
the  ignorance  or  iniquity  of  thofe  who  have  contributed  to 
bring  this  nation  into  its  prefent  difgraceful  fituation,  who 
have  fuffered  the  important  ifland  of  Minorca  to  be 
taken  from  us,  attended  with  moftfhameful  circumftances, 
and  our  poffeflions  in  America,  the  great  fource  of  our 
wealth  and  commerce,  to  be  rendered  precarious  and  uncer¬ 
tain  by  a  manifeft  difregard  to  their  fafety  and  interefts. 

With  hearts  deeply  touched  by  thefe  affecting  confidera- 
tions,  we  confide  alone  in  your  majefty’s  known  goodnefs, 
and  humbly  depend  that  the  juft  expectations  of  your  peo¬ 
ple  will  be  anfwered  by  your  majefty’s  diredting  an  earneft 
and  effectual  enquiry  into  the  caule  of  thefe  national  cala¬ 
mities,  that  the  true  authors  of  them  may  be  made  anfwer- 
able  to  the  juftice  of  the  nation  for  the  injuries  they  have 
brought  upon  their  country. 

The  general  ardour  expreffed  amongft  your  majefty’s 
fubjeCts  of  all  ranks  and  degrees,  in  fupport  of  your  royal 
perfon  and  family,  affords  the  moft  encouraging  opportu¬ 
nity  for  reftoring  the  antient  and  natural  defence  of  thefe 
kingdoms,  by  the  eftablifhment  of  a  conftitutional  and 
well-regulated  Militia,  which,  therefore,  we  earneftly 
hope  to  fee  effeCled  by  the  wifdom  of  parliament,  as  the 
beft  means  to  obviate  jealoufies  and  fears  in  the  minds  of 
your  majefty’s  loyal  fubjeCts,  by  rendering  unneceftary  the 
*  future  introduction  of  foreign  troops,  at  the  lame  time  to 
form  an  efteCtual  fafeguard  and  fecurity  for  your  majefty’s 
royal  perfon,  and  for  the  preferving  the  crown  of  thefe 
realms  in  your  illuftrious  hoqfe,  by  which  alone  we  can 
hope  to  preferve  freedom  and  independence  to  oi.irlclves, 
apd  to  tranfmit  thofe  invaluable  bleffmgs  to  our  poiterity. 
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The  two  following  articles  were  taken  from  the 
London  Evening  Poll  of  Tuefday  November  2d* 


To  the  A  U  T  H  O  R,  &c. 


THE  inclofed  inftru&ions  were  given  to  the  members 
of  a  court  borough  in  the  weft,  and  returned  by  - 
them  to  the  burgeffes.  We  therefore  lend  you  the  copy 
to  publifh,  as  a  juftification  of  our  duty,  and  a  monument 
of  their  defection.  Indeed,  the  trafhck  fome  of  our  un¬ 
worthy  brother  voters  have  made  of  their  privileges,  has 
brought  upon  us  this  infult.  May  we  in  future  times  learn 
from  this  rebuke  fome  wifdom,  ere  a  total  extindion  of 
our  privileges  takes  place. 

We  are.  Sir,  yours.  &c. 


TH  E  electors  who  now  addrefs  you,  though  late  in 
application,  are  equal  in  loyalty  with  thofe  which 
have  preceeded  us.  The  love  and  duty  we  are  convinced 
you  entertain  for  your  fovereign  and  your  country,  almoft 
annihilate  the  neceftity  of  thefe  our  inftrudions.  (How 
happy  for  the  common  caufe  would  it  have  been,  if  the 
conduct  of  our  rulers,  when  it  was  in  their  power,  had 
but  cancelled  the  occafions  of  remonftrances  ?)  But,  that 
our  moft  gracious  king  may  hear  the  genuine  fentiments 
of  his  people,  and  feel  the  good  effeds  of  better  meafures, 
we  join  with  our  fellow-fubjeds,  in  hopes  that  you  will 
exert  your  utmoft  ability  in  parliament,  to  remove  all  thofe 
impediments  which  tend  to  give  his  majefty  anxiety,  re¬ 
tard  the  wheels  of  government,  debilitate  our  arms,  and 
have  fo  bafely  injured  the  honour,  credit,  and  refources  of 
thefe  kingdoms. 

We,  in  particular,  lament  the  unpropitious  fate  and 
conduct  of  our  arms  on  the  twentieth  of  May:  that 
after  the  fleet's  arrival  at  the  feene  of  action,  when  the 
prefervation  of  Minorca,  the  contradion  ot  the  war, 
and  the  happinefs  of  millions,  depended  on  the  event, 
we  difearded  all  the  means  of  infuring,  nay  of  deferving 
fuccefs  ;  a  matter  of  aftonifhment  only  to  be  equalled  by 
the  infatuated  delay  of  the  deftination  and  fmallnefs  of  the 
equipment. 

Other 
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Other  difafters  may  have  owed  their  rife  to  impenetrable 
fecrecy,  ftratagem,  or  furprize,  on  the  part  of  the  enemy: 
but  thofe  circumftances,  nor  the  elements,  nor  yet  animo- 
fity  among  commanders  (a  rock  upon  which  the  public 
affairs  have  fometimes  unhappily  fplit)  can  in  this  fatal 
inffance  be  alligned.  Hence  it  is  our  requeft,  that  you 
will  trace  minutely  the  fteps  of  thefe  defaults,  as  well  as 
the  negligences  committed  in  the  affairs  of  America, 
and  fteadily  urge  to  punifh  every  delinquent  that  enquiry 
fhall  detedh 

Let  the  accounts  of  the  public  be  carefully  examined ; 
and  beware  that  the  arts  of  office,  too  apt  to  palliate 
and  miftate  under  dire&ion  and  influence,  may  not  de¬ 
ceive  you,  through  fpecious  appearances  and  cuftomary 
expedients  :  and  laftly,  let  Britons  defend  Britons,  and 
only  fight  a  Britifh  caufe. 

Thefe  advices,  we  prefume,  if  executed,  will  greatly 
{Lengthen  the  hands  of  government  (as  the  contrary  will 
but  weaken  and  deftroy  ;)  for  folid  adts  and  upright  mca- 
fures,  can  only  give  duration  to  power. 

Thus  your  conftituents  freely  communicate  their  thoughts, 
and  leave  each  difinterefted  perfon  room  to  judge,  who 
beft  deferve  the  title  of  fubftantial  friends  and  loyal  fub- 
jedhs  j  thofe  who  point  to  evils  and  propofe  their  reme¬ 
dies,  or  others  who  either  fink  or  adulterate  the  truth  and 
commence  inglorious  neuters ;  or  become  the  implicit  mutes 
of  perfons  who,  by  conftant  fubterfuge,  are .  only ■  drifting 
the  feene  from  themfelves,  and  rendering  it  daily  more 
difficult  for  wife  and  honed:  men  to  govern. 

To  the  AUTHOR,  &c. 


Sir, 


TH  E  inclofed  is  a  copy  of  an  addrefs  to  the  king 
that  was  lately  intended  to  be  fent  from  a  corpora¬ 
tion,  which  fome  of  the  Aid - n  put  a  negative  upon, 

as  a  thing  not  proper  to  be  complied  with.  I  he  infert- 
ing  it  will  do  juitice  to  many  of  the  community,  and 
oblige  feveral  of 

Your  readers. 


Moft 


(  44  ) 

Mod  gracious  fovereign, 

PERMIT  the  mayor,  IherifFs,  aldermen,  and  common* 
council  of  your  antient  city  of  *******?  t o  ap- 
proach  your  facred  perfon  with  hearts  full  of  concern  for 
the  lofs  this  nation  has  fuPcalned,  by  a  late  infamous  de¬ 
feat  :  and  at  the  fame  time  be  gracioufly  pleafcd  to  accept 
our  grateful  acknowledgements  of  your  majedy’s  paternal 
care  for  the  true  intered  of  your  fubjedls,  exprefl'ed  in  your 
maj  fry’s  refolutions  (under  the  blefling  of  God)  to  recover 
and  fecure  all  your  rights  and  poffdiions,  to  protedf  the 
commerce  of  thefe  kingdoms,  to  enforce  obedience  to 
your  government,  and  to  punifh  all  who  dare  be  wanting 
in  their  duty  :  and  we  humbly  hope  an  impartial  enquiry 
will  be  made  into  the  application  of  the  money  which  has 
been  fo  chearfully  raifed  ;  and  that  our  antient  conditution 
may  be  redored,  as  the  bed  means  of  effecting  thefe  de- 
firable  ends. 

We  beg  leave  to  exprefs  our  detedation  and  abhorrence 
of  the  daftardly  or  wicked  authors  of  the  indignity  offered 
to  your  majedy,  and  the  difgrace  that  has  been  brought 
upon  the  nation  ;  and  to  adiire  your  majedy,  that  we  will 
affiduoufly  exert  ourfelves  in  whatever  may  tend  to  vindi¬ 
cate  the  honour  of  your  majedy’s  crown,  and  the  endlefs 
fucccffion  of  it  in  your  illudrious  houfe,  in  oppofition  to 
the  foreign  and  domedic  enemies  of  both. 


The  humble  addrefs  of  the  mayor  and  commonalty 
of  the  City  of  York  ;  prefented  to  his  majedy 
at  Kemington  by  George  Fox  Lane,  Elq*,  one 
of  the  reprelentatives  in  parliament  for,  and 
alderman  of,  the  faid  city. 

To  the  K  I  N  G’s  mod  excellent  majedy. 

Mod  gracious  fovereign, 

Wr  E  your  majefty’s  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjccds,  the 
mayor  and  commonalty  of  the  city  of  York,  in 
common  council  affcmbled,  prefuming  upon  your  ma¬ 
jedy’s  condant  care  for  the  intereds  of  your  people,  beg 
leave  to  exprefs  the  forrow  and  anxiety  of  our  hearts  for 
our  late  grievous  lodes  and  diiappointmcnts,  with  which, 

as 
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as  with  all  the  misfortunes  of  your  fubjects,  your  royal 

breaft  muft  be  deeply  affe&ed. 

The  opportunity  which  providence  had  put  into  our 
hands  for  fubduing  the  enemies  of  your  majefty  and  your 
kingdoms,  and  for  obtaining  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace, 
has  not  only  been  tamely  and  ignominoufly  loft,  but  a 
moft  fatal  and  unparrallelled  blow  has  been  given  to  the 
honour  of  your  majefty’s  fleets,  and  the  fecurity  and  pro¬ 
tection  of  our  trade  and  commerce. 

We  forbear  to  add  to  the  folicitude  of  your  royal  mind,, 
by  dwelling  upon  another  fubjedt  of  general  concern,  the 
unprofperous  ftate  of  our  ineftimable  colonies  in  America, 
notwithftanding  the  timely  and  liberal  fupplies  fo  chear- 
fully  granted  for  their  fupport. 

The  fenfe  of  thefe  great  and  unaccountable  mi  fear  ri  ages, 
and  of  your  majefty’s  gracious  intentions  for  the  welfare 
of  your  people,  prompts  us  to  apply  to  your  facred  perfon 
for  the  means  of  our  relief :  and  we  doubt  not  but  your 
majefty  will  be  pleafed  to  diredf  a  ftrief  enquiry  to  be  made 
into  the  authors  and  caufes  of  our  prefent  misfortunes, 
that  thofe  being  brought  to  juftice,  and  thefe  effedfualfy 
removed,  the  honour  of  the  Britifh  name  may  be  re¬ 
trieved,  and  your  majefty’s  glory,  and  the  true  intereft  of 
your  people,  may,  for  the  future,  be  faithfully  and  fteadily 
maintained. 

For  the  obtaining  fecuring  and  perpetuating  thefe  great 
and  important  ends,  we  ardently  wiih  for  and  delire  a 
conftitutional  and  well-regulated  Militia,  by  which  we 
may  be  enabled  to  defpife  the  threats  of  our  enemies,  and 
to  defend  your  majefty  and  our  country  in  the  day  of 
danger. 

And  we  moft  humbly  aflure  your  majefty,  that  your 
antient  and  loyal  city  of  York  will  not  be  out-done  by 
any  of  your  fubjeefs  in  duty  and  afredlion  to  your  facred 
perfon  and  government,  or  in  a  firm  and  difinterefted 
zeal  for  the  advancement  of  your  majefty’s  juft  power  and 
greatnefs,  and  the  recovery  and  defence  of  the  rights  and 
poileflions  of  your  crown. 


The 
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The  following  addrefs  was  prefented  November 
14th  to  his  majefty,  by  the  two  reprefentatives 
for  the  Borough  of  Southwark. 

To  the  K  I  N  G’s  mod.  excellent  majefty. 

The  humble  addrefs  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 

Borough  of  Southwark. 

WE  your  majefty’s  moll  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefts, 
humbly  beg  leave  to  allure  your  majefty  of  our  in-  ' 
violable  affedtion  and  attachment  to  your  majefty’s  royal 
perfon,  family,  and  government,  and  that  we  are,  and 
will  be,  ready  at  all  times,  to  give  the  ftrongeft  proofs 
of  our  molt  determined  refolutions  to  fupport  and  defend 
thofe  wife  and  equitable  views  which  have  ever  enitao-ed 
your  majefty’s  attention. 

But  permit  us,  moft  gracious  fovereign,  at  this  critical 
conjuncture,  with  the  greateft  humility,  to  exprefs  how 
deeply  we  are  affected  and  concerned  to  find  our  hopes  of 
luccefs  againft  the  inveterate  and  implacable  enemy  of  thefe 
kingdoms  fruftrated,  and  the  glory  of  your  majefty’s  arms 
cclipfed,  by  the  total  lofs  of  that  valuable  ifland  Mi¬ 
norca,  at  a  time  too  when  our  naval  power  fo  eminently 
exceeded  that  of  our  enemy,  and  the  deftination  of  theirs 
had  been  fo  long  apparent.  We  cannot  refledt  on  this  and 
other  fatal  events,  without  the  greateft  degree  of  grief  and 
amazement. 

Steadfaft  in  our  allegiance,  unalterable  in  our  loyalty, 
unanimous  in  the  defence  of  your  majefty’s  facred  perfon 
and  government,  and  animated  with  a  juft  fenfe  of  your 
majefty’s  martial  virtues,  if  fupported  by  a  well  regulated 
Militia,  we  fear  not  the  vain  threats  of  foreign  invaders  ; 
and  moft  humbly  beg  leave  to  afture  your  majefty,  with 
the  *  greateft  fincerity,  that  we  will  chearfully  devote  the 
utmoft  exertion  of  our  abilities  to  crufh  all  impious  attempts, 
either  foreign  or  domeftic,  to  fubvert  our  prefent  happy 
conftitution  ;  and  alfo  to  fupport  and  invigorate  thofe  mea- 
furcs  which  your  majefty’s  great  wifdom  fhall  didlate  in 
conducting  the  feenes  of  this  moft  necefiary  and  important 
war,  and  for  bringing  to  juftice  thofe,  however  dignified 
and  exalted,  who  by  their  bad  council  or  mifconduct  have 
occaftoned  this  unforefeen  ignoble  and  diftrefled  fttuation. 

To 
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To  the  right  honourable  George  Auguftus  Lord 
Vifcount  Howe,  and  Sir  Willoughby  Alton, 
Bart,  reprefentatives  in  parliament  for  the  Town 
and  County  of  the  Town  of  Nottingham. 

WE  the  gentlemen,  principal  burgeffes,  and  freehol- 
ders  of  the  town  and  county  of  the  town  of  Not¬ 
tingham,  prefume  to  offer  fome  advice  upon  the  prefent 
unhappy  pofture  of  our  national  affairs,  to  your  ferious 
confideration,  not  doubting  but  that  you  will  have  integrity 
and  refolution  fufficient  to  endeavour  to  redrefs  them. 

Minorca  has  been  taken  from  us,  either  through  cow¬ 
ardice,  treachery,  or  unpardonable  ignorance  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  we  ardently  wifh,  that  you  may  be  able  to  bring 
to  condign  punifhment  thofe  who  may  be  found  to  de¬ 
fer  ve  it. 

Our  American  colonies  havebeenfhamefullyncgleCfed; 
whilft  thofe  fupplies,  which  have  been  fo  chearfully  granted, 
have  been  lavifhly  expended  to  fupport  foreign  merce¬ 
naries  ;  an  everlafting  reflection  upon  the  fidelity  of  his 
majefty’sBritifti  and  loyal  fubjeCls  ;  who,  by  a  proper  Mi¬ 
litia  bill,  may  be  rendered  ufeful,  and  able  to  oppofe 
all  the  enemies  of  their  royal  mafter,  both  foreign  and 
domeftic. 

Our  grievances  cannot  be  more  effectually  redreffed  than 
by  having  a  parliament  free  and  independent :  feptennial 
parliaments  have  long  been  the  deftruCtion  of  that  liberty, 
and  therefore  triennial  ones  muft  by  a  neceffary  remedy. 

The  taxes  of  this  nation  are  burdenfome,  and  almoft 
intolerable  ;  the  great  increafe  of  placemen  aud  penfioners 
have  unneceffarily  contributed  to  this  expence ;  we  hope, 
therefore,  that  not  only  their  number  may  be  diminifhed, 
but  even  their  names  may  be  crafed  out  of  the  lift  of  a* 
Britifh  parliament. 

The  neceffities  of  the  poor  at  this  time  are  very  urgent, 
which  we  have  but  too  much  reafon  to  believe  may  juftly  be 
attributed  to  the  impofition  of  the  millers,  bakers, 
and  enmoflers  of  corn  :  we  therefore  beg  leave  to  offer 
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their  grievances  as  a  proper  object  for  a  parliamentry 
inquiry.  ' 

We 
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We  fliould  not  have  been  fo  dilatory  in  offering  our  fen- 
timents,  had  we  not  expeCted  that  the  members  of  this 
loyal  corporation  would  have  been  amongft  the  firs  Tof  thofe 
who  would  have  confulted  for  the  intereft  and  happinefs  of 
this  once  flourifhing  kingdom  ;  but  we  hope  yet  to  fee  our 
antient  and  glorious  monarch,  who  has  been  fo  long  and 
fo  defervedly  {tiled  the  father  of  his  country,  triumph  over 
his  public,  and  confound  his  fecret  enemies. 

InftruCHons  from  the  corporation  of  the  City  of 
New  Sarum,  to  their  reprefentatives  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  honourable  William  Bouverie,  and 
Julines  Beckford,  Efq-, 

AS  you  have  hitherto  difcharged  your  truft  in  parlia¬ 
ment  with  an  unbiased  integrity,  it  would  be  doing 
you  injuftice  to  fufpectyour  future  conduct;  but,  fo  deplo¬ 
rable  is  the  prefent  ftate  of  our  national  affairs !  that  we 
think  it  our  duty  as  well  as  our  right,  to  let  you  know  our 
fentiments  in  this  perilous  and  critical  conjuncture. 

From  the  extraordinary  fupplies,  fo  unanimoufly  granted, 
and  fo  chearfully  borne  by  the  people  ( though  burdened 
with  an  almoff  infupportable  load  of  taxes )  for  a  vigorous 
profecution  of  this  neceffary  war,  they  might  reafonably 
have  promifed  themfelves  a  proportionable  {hare  of  fficcefs. 
How  little  their  juff  expectations  have  been  anfwered,  is 
but  too  melancholy  a  reflection  !  And  though,  in  the  na¬ 
tural  courfe  of  things,  there  muff  be  many  accidents,  which 
neither  human  prudence  nor  policy  can  forefee  or  prevent ; 
yet  there  are  fo  many  glaring  and  notorious  circumftances 
of  mifconduCt  attending  our  late  mifcarriages  in  the  Me¬ 
diterranean  and  our  American  colonies,  that  we  cannot, 
without  violence  to  our  underhand ings,  impute  them  to  any 
other  caufe,  than  the  negligence  or  incapacity  ( to  fay  no 
v/orfe)  of  thofe,  who  have  been  too  long  entrufted  with 
the  chief  direction  of  our  public  affairs. 

We  earneftly,  therefore,  recommend  it  to  you,  that 
at  the  approaching  feflions,  you  make  the  ftriCteft  enqui¬ 
ry,  in  order  to  dilcover  the  authors  of  thefe  our  misfor¬ 
tunes  ;  that  they  may  be  brought  to  an  exemplary  punifh- 
ment,  which  (though  far  from  being  an  adequate)  will 
be  fome  fatisf action  to  an  abided  and  injured  nation. ' 

And 


/ 
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And,  as  from  paft  experience,  we  may  expe£t  various 
artifices  will  be  made  ufe  of,  to  fkreen  thofe  great  offenders, 
and  elude  that  juffice  which  they  have  fo  much  reafon  to 
dread  ;  it  behoves  you,  at  this  particular  juncture,  to  be 
more  than  ordinary  vigilant  in  guarding  againft  all  attempts 
of  this  fort,  as  they  may  be  productive  of  the  moff  fatal 
confequences :  for,  fhould  they  fucceed,  others  may  be 
emboldened  to  tread  in  the  iniquitous  fleps  of  their  prede- 
cefTors;  and  thus  compleat  what  is  already  but  too  far 
advanced,  the  ruin  of  this  once  fl our i tiling  and  powerful 
ifland. 

We  cannot  here  help  exprefiing  the  deepeff  forrow  and 
furprize,  that  amidff  the  frequent  alarms  of  an  invafion, 
his  majeffy’s  faithful  fubjedfs  fliould  not  be  permitted  to 
arm  in  their  own  defence. 

Foreign  troops  called  in  and  maintained  at  fo  great 
an  expence,  not  only  increafe  the  difficulties,  which  the 
diffrelled  {fate  of  our  revenues  from  a  long  feries  of  mifma- 
nagement  labour  under,  but  are  a  difgrace  to  a  free  and 
loyal  people,  ever  ready  to  hazard  their  lives  and  fortunes 
in  the  fervice  of  their  king  and  country. 

With  what  concern  !  then,  with  what  indignation  ! 
muff  our  brave  countrymen,  thus  ignominoufly  rejected 
by  the  unaccountable  politics  of  the  prefent  time,  beheld 
every  thing  that  is  valuable,  every  thing  that  is  dear  to 
them,  left,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  the  precarious  defence 
of  a  mercenary  army. 

To  remove,  as  foon  as  poffible,  this  grievance,  fo  fc- 
verely  felt  by  all,  and  fo  alarming  to  the  real  friends  of  li¬ 
berty,  fhould  be  your  firff  and  principal  care  :  and  as  no 
method  occurs  to  us  fo  effectual  for  this  purpofe  as  a  well 
regulated  Militia,  we  conjure  you  to  promote  a  law  of 
this  kind  to  the  utmoff  of  your  power.  Such  a  law,  founded 
on  truly  Britifh  principles,  will  revive  the  drooping  fpirit 
of  our  conftitution,  encourage  the  natives  of  thefe  king¬ 
doms  to  exert  their  antient  bravery,  in  retrieving  the  link¬ 
ing  glory  of  the  Britifh  arms.  Such  a  law,  we  hope,  will 
not  only  hereafter  render  the  introdudfion  of  foreign  hire 
lings  unneceflary,  and  thereby  lecure  the  great  character  of 
our  liberties  from  any  future  violation,  but  provide  us 
a  protedfion,  on  all  emergencies,  againft  our  perfidious 
enemies. 

We  muff  not  omit  this  opportunity  of  reminding  you, 
it  is  our  fincere  opinion,  nothing  can  contribute  more  to 
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maintain  our  juft  rights  and  privileges,  and  preferve  the  ex¬ 
cellent  frame  of  our  government  in  its  genuine  {Length 
and  purity,  than  the  independency  of  our  reprefentatives  ; 
which,  we  conceive,  can  be  only  effected  by  reftoring 
triennial  parliaments,  and  limiting  the  number  of 
placemen  and  penfioners  ;  who,  regardlefs  of  the  true 
interefts  of  their  king  and  country,  faciifice  everything  to 
their  own  private  views. 

Should  thefe  grievances  be  redreffed,  thefe  falutary  laws 
obtained  (notwithftanding  the  gloomy  profpedf  that  at  pre- 
fent  furrounds  us)  may  we  not  hope  from  the  wifdom  of 
our  moft  gracious  fovereign,  and  his  paternal  care  fo  con- 
fpicuous  on  all  oCcafions  for  the  public  welfare,  to  be 
once  more  a  great  and  an  happy  people  ? 

Inftruftions  from  the  bailiffs  and  magiftrates  of  the 
City  of  Lichfield,  to  their  reprefentatives  in 
parliament,  Thomas  Anfon  and  Henry  Vernon, 
Efqrs. 

^  •  - 

Gentlemen, 

WE  think  it  our  indifpenfable  duty  to  his  majeffy  as  his 
fubjecfs,  and  our  undoubted  right  as  your  confti- 
tuents,  to  lay  before  you  the  following  inftrudhons,  as  a 
plan  unavoidably  neceffary  for  your  obfervance  in  parlia^ 
ment  at  the  approaching  leflions,  - 

Jn  the  prefent  critical  and  melancholy  fituation  of  our 
public  affairs,  we  muff  exhort  you  to  make  ftridt  and  dh 
ligent  parliamentary  inquiry  touching  the  application,  or 
mifapplication,  of  thofe  jmmenfe  and  voluntary  fupplies 
granted  the  laff  feffion,  and  which  have  ftnee  been  raifed 
lor  the  public  fervice.  "I  hat  you  will  life  your  bed:  endea¬ 
vours  to  difeover  thofe  who  have  been  the  caufe  of  our 
fatal  mifearriages  in  the  Mediterranean,  who  have  differed 
the  Britifh  flag  to  be  difhonoured,  and  that  important 
fortrefs  of  Minorca  (one  of  the  faired:  jewels  in  his 
majefty’s  crown)  to  be  wrefted  out  of  our  hands  either 
through  ignorance,  negligence,  perfidy,  or  cowardice, 
ThaCyou  will  $kewife  enquire  into  the  notorious  neglcdf 
and  delencelefs  condition  of  omr  colonics  abroad,  and  to 
know  the  reafons  why  they  were  not  fpjner  and  more 
effectually  fupported, 

Tho 
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The  nation  cries  aloud  for  juftice,  and  is  entitled  to  it 
We  fhall  expeCt,  therefore,  that  you,  on  your  parts,  will 
afford  your  utmoft  aftiftance  in  bringing  to  juftice  all  thole 
(however  dignified  or  diftinguifhed)  Whofe  infamous  con¬ 
duct  has  been  the  occafion  of  thefe  juft  and  interefting 
complaints.  Thefe  fteps  fo  neceffary  to  be  purfued,  wilt 
prove  the  only  means  left  in  our  hands  to  retrieve  the  cre¬ 
dit  and  reftore  the  trade  of  this  injured  and  almoft  finking 
nation. 

We  likewife  take  the  liberty  to  advife,  that  a  conftitu- 
tional  Militia,  fitly  .eftablifhed,  will  at  all  times  beft 
anfwer  thofe  purpofes  for  which  aliens  have  been  lately 
imported  :  and,  by  fuch  an  eftablifhment,  Great  Britain 
and  all  her  antient  rights  will  be  vindicated  and  defended 
by  Britons  only,  without  the  hazardous  introduction  of 
foreign  mercenaries. 

And  laftly,  that  your  endeavours  may  not  be  wanting 
at  a  proper  juncture  to  reftore  to  us  that  valuable  pare 
of  our  conftiuttion,  triennial  parliaments. 

We  fhall  at'  prefertt  add  nothing  further  ;  but  ferioufly 
conjure  you  to  pay  a  proper  and  conftant  attention  to  thefe 
feafonable  inftruCtions,  and  that  every  ftep  you  fhall  take 
in  purfuit  of  them  may  be  with  the  utmoft  deference  and 
duty  to  the  beft  of  kings.  A  fincere  piety  and  fervent 
zeal  in  fupport  of  our  religion  as  by  law  eftablifhed,  a 
tender  and  affeCtionate  difpofition  towards  his  Britifh  fub- 
jeCfs,  charaderiftics  fo  confpicuous  in  his  prefent  majeftv, 
fball  always  animate  us,  at  the  rifque  of  our  lives  and 
fortunes,  to  defend  his  facred  perfon,  his  family,  and 
government  againft  all  his  enemies,  whenever  attacked. 

Given  under  our  common -feal  the  12th  day  of 
November,  1756. 

InftruCtions  from  the  Borough  of  Ipswich,  to 
Admiral  Vernon  and  Samuel  Kent,  Efqj  their 
reprefentatives  in  parliament. 

* 

Gentlemen, 

AFTER  the  example  of  other  boroughs,  we  think 
it  our  duty  to  declare  oiw  fentiments  on  the  prefent 
iituation  of  public  affairs,  to  you  our  reprefentatives*  in 
parliament,  that  fo  you  may  underftand  what  it  is  we 
cxpeCf  from  you  in  the  approaching  feffion  *  a  feftion  that 
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«vw  noflibly  determine  the  fate  of  thefe  kingdoms  for  many 
►•  ir  rations  !  for  now'is  there  a  concurrence  of  luch  alarm- 
fn<r  circumfiances,  as  our  fathers  never  faw  ;  each  fingly 
portending,  and  all  jointly  confpirmg  the  ruin  of  our 
country  I  and  this  under  a  prince  not  lefs  honoured  and 
efteemed  abroad,  as  the  head  of  the  proteftant  intereft, 
than  revered  and  beloved  at  home,  as  the  friend  of  liberty 

and  the  father  of  his  people.  .... 

When  our  perfidious  and  mod  formidable  neighbours 

were  actually  attacking  us,  we  have  feen  thofe  powers 
defertino-  our  alliance,  upon  whofe  affiftance  we  had  reafon 
molt  firmly  to  depend  :  we  have  feen  one  of  thefe  powers 
/forgetful  of  the  protection  which  our  fovereign,  at  an 
immenfe  expence,  fo  generoufiy  had  granted  her)  ungrate¬ 
fully  joining  that  fame  enemy  againft  us,  whom  we  had  to 

lately  prevented  from  crufhing  her.  .  . 

We  have  feen  another  power  (though  indebted  to  Bri- 
tifh  affiftance  for  her  very  being)  refuting  to  perform  her 
ftipulated  engagements,  and  fkulking  under  a  pretended 
neutrality,  that  the  may  the  better  avail  herfelf  of  ou 
tliftrefs,  by  encroaching  on  our  trade,  and  moie  eafi  y 
fupply  our  enemy  with  naval  and  military  ftores. 

In  this  time  of  danger,  inftead  of  arming  our  country¬ 
men,  and  enabling  them  to  defend  themfelves,  we  have 
feen  foreign  fubfidiaries  introduced  into  thefe  kingdoms  at 
a  vaft  expence,  as  if  they  were  the  propereft  troops  to 
defend  Britain,  who  have  already  declared,  that  though 
they  take  the  pay,  they  will  not  be  fuhjeft  to  the  laws  of 
Britain.  If  thus  we  provide  for  the  defence  of  our  mother- 
country,  what  have  our  foreign  acquifitions  toexpett  _ 

We  have  feen  our  colonies  in  America  abandoned,  in 
a  manner,  to  the  ravages  of  the  enemy.  They  have  ei¬ 
ther  been  unaffifted  from  hence  ;  or,  what  is  worfc,  they 
have  had  only  infufficicnt  fuccours,  under  impropei  and 
injudicious  leaders,  who  have  fallen  victims  to  then  own 

ln<?n  Europe  we  have  feen  one  of  our  mod  valuable  poflef- 
fions,  after  repeated  admonitions,  moft  obftinatdy  ne  - 
lecfed  :  not  fuccoured  in  time,  then  mefteflua]  y anffiat 
length  given  up,  as  it  were,  to  the  enemy,  by  the  cowar 
die?  or  treachery  of  thofe  who  were  fent  to  relieve  it 

And  what  is  moft  extraordinary,  we  have  feen  a  Bntifh 
navy,  not  only  luperior  to  that  of  the  enemy,  but  fupenor 
b  by  that  great  Britain  herfelf  ever  fitted  out  before,  Ion- 
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er'mz  away  the  whole  year,  not  fo  much  as  attempting  to 
ftxike  any  confiderable  offenfive  blow  ;  and,  in  fad,  doing 
fcarce  any  thing  more,  than  what  a  few  privateers  might 

have  done.  .  ..  .  . 

But  dark  and  dreadful  as  our  profpeft  is,  we  have  yet 

one  hope,  and  that  well  founded  ;  for  we  have  the  firmed 
reliance  on  the  promifes  of  our  moft  gracious  fovereign, 

‘  that  he  will  not  fail  to  do  juftice  upon  any  perfon  who 
*  (hall  have  been  wanting  in  their  duty  to  him  and  their 
c  country.’  And  when  truth  (hall  have  made  its  way  to 
the  royal  ear,  we  doubt  not  but  the  nation  will  obtain, 
not  only  a  change  of  men,  but  a  change  of  meafures. 
And  therefore,  the  better  to  facilitate  this  wiflied  for  event, 
and  to  fave  the  finking  date,  we  earneftly  defire ; 

That  you  will  endeavour  to  detect  all  thole,  who,  by 
their  treachery,  their  cowardice,  or  incapacity,  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  our  diftreffes.  . 

That  you  will  introduce*  or  promote  introducing, 

with  all  your  power,  a  bill  for  triennial  parliament  s. 

That  you  will  endeavour  to  eftablifh  a  well  regulated 
and  conftitutional  Militia,  and  tneieby  enable  us  to  de¬ 
fend  ourfelves  without  the  aid  of  foreign  mercenaries. 

That  you  will  ft riXly  enquire  into  the  application  of 
thofe  immenfe  fums,  that  were  fo  chearfully  granted  laft 


fellions. 

And  that  you  will  do  your  utmoft  endeavour,  that 
the  Britifh  parliament  may  regard  the  intereft  of  the 
Britifti  iiles,  independently  of  any  unnatural  connexions 

on  the  continent  of  Europe.  # 

We  can  with  more  chearfulnefs  prefs  this  lervice  upon 
Admiral  VERNON;  becaufe,  we  flatter  ourfelves, 
that  your  authority,  fir,  and  more  efpecially  in  maritime 
affairs,  may,  with  abler  ftatefmen,  have  its  due  weight. 
If  the  direXors  of  our  navy  had  condefcended  to  liften  la 
that  advice,  which  you  fo  prudently  fuggefted  in  parlia¬ 
ment  above  a  twelve  month  fince,  inftead  of  defpifing  it ; 
if  inftead  of  guarding  only,  almoft  with  a  childifh  timE 
dity,  ap-ainft  fuch  attacks  as  were  threatned  but  to  amufe, 
and  were  not  intended,  they  had  lent  a  juiiicicnt  force  in 
time,  and  ftrengthened  thofe  parts  v/hich  your  judgment 
and  experience  pointed  out  to  them,  thole  parts,  wheio 
you  faid,  you  knew,  without  fuen  fuccouts,  we  were 
eafilv  vulnerable,  and  therefore,  you  faid  (too  truly  !)  there 
the  danger  really  was  «  then  fii,  All N or. c a  Ltid  not  bee n 
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loft ;  then  the  enemy  had  not  dared  emn  ^  ^ 

..king  i. .then  .h«  Lm  “'t,  h“  1EK 
honour;  then  our  numerous  fleet,  if  led  nn  t  T? 
admirals,  and  if  wifely  appointed  to  proper  fcj7  S  uS 

niiu»,e  bee„tri„mpyi,”i  and  ,£?"  trT.t 

day  have  been  rejoicing  over  .he  fpoik  of  ,he  S?  f" 

4o„r  ownTEdifeS  ’  ““  b™“"- 

^IWbT,  “5™  ftal  “  If>r"Ch  ,h'  '9th % 


Brecon,  Nov.  20,  1756. 

Inftru&ions  from  the  high  fheriff,  gentlemen,  cler¬ 
gy,  and  freeholders  of  the  County  of  Brecon 
to  the  honourable  Thomas  Morgan,  Efo-  their 
reprefentative  in  parliament.  4’ 

SIR, 

VJT7E  your  conftituents,  a/Tcmbled  purfuant  to  a  public 
T  advertifement,  alarmed  at  the  prefent  unhappy  ftate 

.th‘s  natI0n>  5?nn°t  (confiftent  with  our  duty  to  his 
majefty,  to  ourfelves,  our  country,  and  our  nofterirvt 
blent  y  behold  thefe  kingdoms  on  the  brink  of  ruin;— our 
excellent  king  (the  true  father  of  his  people)  difo-raced  • 
-his  power  rendered  contemptible  abroad,  and  ineffec¬ 
tual  (without  foreign  aid)  to  protect  even  thefe  his  domi¬ 
nions; -our  important  fortreffes  (the  defence  of  our 
trade)  treacheroufly  given  up  ;-0ur  fleets  (the  real  ftrength 
and  greateft  ornament  of  this  nation)  become  defpicable 
unactive,  an<J  u<deis  ; — our  colonies  ihamefully  neo-keted 
or  betrayed  ;  —  theimmenfe  fums  fo  chearfully  granted  bv 
pai  Lament,  idly  fquandired,  or  mifapplied,  notwithftand- 

li'fder  prodlS‘OU::i  ciebt  this  natioa  at  prefent  groans 

We  therefore  conjure  you,  by  your  affedtion  to  the 

,  *  0  P™CeS’  ^our  dut.v  t0  >'our  diftrefled  country,  and 
the  regard  you  have  to  pofterity,  to  promote,  to  the  utmoft: 

ot  your  power,  a  ftrift  parliamentary  enquiry  into  the 
caufes  of  all  thefe  our  diftreffes,  but  more  particularly  the 
ignominious  lofs  of  Minorca,  and  the  unaccountable 
lui  render  oi  O/wego  ;  the  fiift,  an  ifland  of  the  utmoft 

-  impor- 
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importance  to  the  naval  ftrength  and  trade  of  this  king¬ 
dom  ;  the  laft,  the  ftrongeft,  and  almoft  only  barrier  of 
our  beft  and  moft  flourifhing  colonies,  and  of  the  greateft 
confequence  to  our  commerce  and  influence  amongft  the 
native  Indians  :  that,  upon  fuch  enquiry,  whoever  fhall 
be  found  to  be  the  authors  of  thefe  our  national  misfor¬ 
tunes  (however  diftinguifhed  or  exalted)  either  through 
treachery,  cowardice,  or  neglect,  they  may  receive  fuch  ex¬ 
emplary  punifhment  as  may  deter  others  from  offending 
in  the  like  manner. 

And,  as  luxury  and  gaming  have  introduced  an  almoft 
univerfal  venality  and  corruption,  whereby  every  fpark  of 
private  and  public  virtue  is,  we  fear,  nearly  extinguifhed 
amongft  us,  we  recommend  to  you  to  concur  in  palling 
fuch  laws  as  may  moft  effectually  eradicate  thefe  growing 
evils,  give  countenance  to  religion  and  virtue,  and  re- 
eftablifh  the  nation  in  its  antient  fplendor  and  dignity  ! 
fuch  as  —  A  law  for  more  frequent  parliaments  ;  —  one 
that  (hall  effectually  fupprefs  gaming  and  venality  ; — and, 
particularly,  a  law  for  eftablilhing  a  conftitutional  Mili¬ 
tia,  our  moft  natural  defence ;  luch  a  one  as  will  not 
lelfen  our  regard  for  religion,  be  moft  ufeful,  and  leaft 
burthenfome  to  the  community  ;  —  and  whatever  other 
laws  your  own  reflections  may  fuggeft  to  you  as  neceffary 
to  thofe  great  and  falutary  ends. 


The  following  article  of  intelligence  is  taken  from 
the  Public  Advertifer  of  December  3d.  1756. 

"\7"ESTERDAY  the  king  went  with  the  ufual  ftateto  the 
X  houfe  of  peers,  and  opened  the  feffions  of  parliament 
with  a  moft  gracious  fpeech,  in  which  his  majefty  acquainted 
the  two  houfes,  that  he  trufted  that  (under  the  guidance 
of  divine  providence)  union  and  firmnefs  in  his  affec¬ 
tionate  people  would  carry  him  with  honour  through  all 
difficulties,  and  f  nally  vindicate  the  dignity  of  his  crown, 
and  its  indubitable  rights,  againft  the  antient  enemy  of 
thefe  kingdoms :  that  the  fuccour  and  prefervation  of 
America  could  not  but  conftitute  a  main  object  of  his 
attention  and  folicitude ;  and  that  the  growing  dangers  of 
our  colonies  from  our  late  lofles,  demanded  refutations  of 
vigour  and  difputch  ;  that  an  adequate  defence  at  home 

behoved 


_  e 
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tchoved  to  have  the  chief  place  in  his  thoughts  5  and 
that  in  this  great  view  he  had  nothing  fo  much  at  heart, 
as  that  no  ground  of  diftatisfa&ion  might  remain  in  his 
people:  that  to  this  end,  a  National  Militia,  regu¬ 
lated  with  equal  regard  to  the  juft  rights  of  his ?  crown 
and  people,  might,  in  time,  become  one  good  refource  in 
cafe  of  general  danger ;  and  he  recommended  the  framing 
(A  fuch  a  Militia  :  that  he  had  directed  the  body  of  his 
electoral  troops,  -which  he  had  ordered  hither  at  the  defire 
of  his  parliament,  to  return  to  Germany ;  relying,  with 
pieafure,  on  the  fpirit  and  zeal  of  his  people,  in  defence 
of  his  perfon  and  realm. 

His  majefty,  like  a  true  father  of  his  people,  afterwards 
recommends  to  parliament,  to  confider  of  proper  provi¬ 
sions  for  preventing  hereafter  the  fufferings  of  the  poorer 
fort  from  the  high  price  of  corn ;  and  concludes  with 
obferving,  that  unprolperous  events  of  war  in  the  Me- 
cliterrenean  had  drawn  from  his  fubjecis  ftgnal  proofs  how 
dearly  they  tendered  his  honour,  and  that  of  his  crown,  and 
that  they  could  not,  on  his  part,  fail  to  meet  with  juft  returns 
of  unwearied  care,  and  unceafing  endeavours  for  the 
glory,  profperity,  and  happinefs  of  his  people. 


E  N  D: 
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